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Dear Readersy
One hundred years ago, on Feb. 17, 1893, The University of Montana received its charter. We will be celebrating this 
historic event with a joint Charter Day celebration in Helena Feb. 17 with Montana State University and Western Montana 
College. The festivities will continue on the UM campus the following day. Mahler’s Symphony of a Thousand, performed in 
the Field House, kicks off Showcase Week April 25 through May 1, which will feature commemorative activities on campus 
and in town. There’ll be historical tours with guides in period costumes, exhibits, music recitals, open houses and the Kyi-Yo 
Indian Youth Conference. The Mansfield Conference will begin Monday, April 25, and explore the topic “Ending the Cold 
War in Asia.” On Saturday evening, May 1, the University Center will be transformed into a turn-of-the-century Western 
town as Showcase Week concludes with the Centennial Ball. See Page 13 for the schedule.
O f course, the Montanan will be covering these events and the finale at Homecoming for those of you unable to participate. 
We hope this commemorative Centennial issue brings back fond memories of your own times at UM. All of us who have 
attended the University have played a role in UM’s history and are forever part of its destiny. So happy birthday to you and, 
to paraphrase the words of UM’s first president, Oscar J. Craig: Here’s to the University, may it prosper.
Best regards,
Virginia Vickers Braun 
7-' Editor
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G R I Z Z L Y  b a  S P O R T S
W aning  
Traditionby Gordy Pace
Sports lore tends to speak in 
numbers—scores, records, statistics, 
heights and weights. So it’s not surprising 
that the numbers and the stories behind 
Grizzly athletics have grown with time, 
along with the book that has recorded 
the program’s history.
That history book is the “Red Book,” a 
handwritten account of Grizzly athletics, 
kept by George “Jiggs” Dahlberg. Jiggs 
began keeping yearly accounts of men’s 
athletics in 1937 when he took over as 
basketball coach. The book, which is 
four inches thick and weighs forty 
pounds, covers UM sports from 1897 to 
1980. Much of this article, and most of 
what we know about Grizzly sports 
history, comes from the pages of 
Dahlberg’s lifelong project.
^bu can find the seeds of Grizzly 
tradition on page one of Jiggs’ book, with 
the first football team in the fall of 1897. 
That first team won one game and lost 
two. It played three scoreless ties with a 
team of townspeople known as the 
Tigers.
That one win came on Thanksgiving 
Day 1897, when the varsity from The 
University of Montana first played, and 
beat, the Aggies from the Montana 
Agricultural College. It was the start of 
one of the longest-running college 
football rivalries in the nation. Perhaps 
player-coach Fred Smith knew even then 
that if you can’t win any other game, at 
least beat the team from Bozeman.
Montana wasn’t so lucky in its two 
games against the Butte Business College, 
losing 20-4 in Missoula and 26-10 in 
Butte in UM’s first -ever road game. Four
years later, the University football team 
would travel to Butte again, this time 
losing to Butte High School, prompting 
the school newspaper to write that the 
loss was due to “vicious play on the part 
of the high school men.” By 1907, the 
Kaimin was lamenting that “it has long 
been our well-founded belief that a fair, 
clean contest in Butte is an impossibility.’ 
Ironically, future Griz-Cat contests 
would be held in the Mining City, and 
many of UM’s greatest names, including 
Dahlberg and his three brothers, came 
from Butte. Montana coaches learned 
early that if you can’t beat ’em, recruit
Football captain 
Milton Popovitch.
The 1897 football team.
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These 1906 UM track team members were among the first in a  long line o f track stars a t the University.
By 1903, the athletics department 
added varsity basketball, baseball and 
track, and Hiram Conibear coached 
them all. In his short tenure at UM, 
coach Conibear racked up the biggest 
football victory ever against Montana 
State, 79-0 in 1904, but his commitment 
to the newer sports wasn’t so strong. The 
following story appeared in the Kaimin in 
January 1905:
“Coach Conibear has done away with 
basketball for this year and is devoting 
his time to the furtherment of vaudeville 
performance. Those wishing to take part 
in the big show call around at his office 
and show him your ability.”
And in the spring, the Kaimin 
reported:
“The track schedule was very 
disappointing. As a result, there was no 
incentive for training.”
Baseball had a similar fate:
“After starting 2-0, the second game 
with the School of Mines was rained out. 
The third game with the School of Mines 
was canceled. Montana State College 
would not play. The season was 
terminated after a potentially good start.” 
Coach Conibear later moved to the 
University of Washington, where he 
became internationally renowned as an
Coach Harry Adams.
innovative crew coach. His crew teams 
were a national power until 1917, when 
he fell out of a tree and died.
The numbers in Dahlberg’s book also 
document growth. UM’s enrollment 
climbed steadily, and the players got 
bigger. But no numbers grew faster than 
those on the financial statements. The 
cost of college athletics was swelling, and 
the numbers were stacked against the 
Grizzlies.
The Red Book notes in 1921 that “the 
Grizzlies, year in and year out, could 
clearly demonstrate superiority over
Montana institutions that had previously 
been tough. Yet the Grizzlies could not 
win consistently against opponents from 
outside the state.”
Montana struggled for decades to find 
a niche in an athletics conference. For 
twenty-six years the Grizzlies toiled at 
the bottom of the Pacific Coast 
Conference, the forerunner of today’s 
Pac-10 conference. When the Grizzlies 
left the conference in 1950, they had 
never beaten a team from California or 
Oregon in football.
UM next tried the Mountain States 
Conference, also know as the Skyline 
Conference. The new competition 
included Utah and Utah State, Colorado 
State, Denver University, Wyoming, New 
Mexico, and Brigham \bung University.
UM fared better in the new conference. 
But in spring 1960, UM President Harry 
Newburn announced cuts in athletics 
funding, saying athletics were not the 
mission of the University and that 
income was inadequate to maintain full 
athletic scholarships.
Dahlberg, who was athletics director at 
the time, argued that the decision would 
mean disaster for Grizzly athletics. He 
wrote in his book, “The new athletic 
policy as determined by President
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Newburn has made it impossible for The 
University of Montana to compete 
favorably in the Mountain States 
Conference or any other conference. The 
schools we compete with have 
considerable more money for 
athletics. . . ”
Three months later, Dahlberg resigned 
as athletics director, and by 1962 the 
Mountain States Conference had 
disbanded. A year later, Montana 
became a charter member of the Big Sky 
Conference.
By the end of the decade, football 
coach Jack Swarthout had restored pride 
in UM athletics with back-to-back 10-0 
seasons in 1969 and 1970. In both years, 
the Grizzlies played for the small college 
national championship in the Camellia 
Bowl but lost to North Dakota state both 
times.
wins against bigger universities were 
rare, but when they occurred they 
became legendary. Sometimes even a tie 
would do.
In the fall of 1915, Syracuse University’s 
team was the national power from the 
East. On their way to play a game against 
the University of Oregon, the team 
stopped in Missoula for what they 
I thought would be a warmup game 
against the Grizzlies.
The Sentinel, UM’s annual, tells the 
story of that mythical day:
“The University of Montana reached a 
pinnacle of fame that time cannot cloud, 
for each Thanksgiving will freshen the 
remembrance of that unhoped for day. 
Some day a student will compose an epic 
of that occasion, for it affected not only 
Montana but the whole country, for the 
Grizzlies trampled all over the reputation 
of an eastern superiority that does not 
exist.”
The Red Book points out that Syracuse 
had outscored its opponents 256-3 before 
arriving in Missoula, but “the Grizzlies 
played their opponents off their feet and 
only fortune favored Syracuse as it came 
out a 6 to 6 tie.”
The Roaring ’20s were just that for 
Montana football, complete with 
legendary games and legendary names. 
Montana opened the 1920 season with a 
new stadium behind Main Hall. The Red 
Book reports that “after the field was 
located, captain Harry Dahlberg Giggs’ 
j older brother) spent all summer raising a 
good crop of grass.” The stadium was 
| named Dornblaser Field for Paul 
Dornblaser, a Grizzly standout killed in 
World War I.
That season featured a stunning 
victory over the University of 
Washington. Harry Adams was the hero 
that day in Seattle, scoring on a seven-
Basketball captain J. Dahlberg.
All-American Bill Kelly.
yard end sweep and later returning a 
punt sixty yards for a touchdown.
Adams, who also lettered in basketball 
and track, stayed on as an assistant coach 
in all sports and later became head track 
coach. In all, Adams spent forty-four 
years at UM. When he retired in 1966, 
the University named the field house in 
his honor.
Another legendary game, in 1927, 
involved just two Grizzlies. “Wild” Bill
Kelly and Russell Sweet were heros of the 
East-West Shrine game, a college all-star 
game played in San Francisco. On that 
New ^fear’s Day, Kelly passed to Sweet for 
a touchdown, and Sweet added the extra 
point, giving the West a 7-6 win. For 
years the pass stood as the longest 
touchdown pass in Shrine game history. 
Kelly went on to play professional 
football and in 1969 became the first 
Grizzly ever inducted into the National 
Football Hall of Fame.
Few teams provided more flavor or 
football success than those coached by 
Doug Fessenden in the late ’30s. 
Fessenden had a knack for recruiting 
tough players with tough sounding 
names. He brought players like Aldo 
Forte, Paul Szakash and Thomas 
Gedgoud with him from Chicago. But 
none were tougher than the backfield 
duo of Milton Popovich and William 
Lazetich from Butte and Anaconda, and 
tackle Leonard Noyes, also from Butte.
Those Grizzlies grabbed national 
attention in 1937 when their team 
opened the season with six straight wins.
A Cotton Bowl bid was within 
Montana’s grasp before disaster struck in 
the mud at Moscow: Idaho upset 
Montana 6-0. Still, that team is 
considered one of UM’s best ever. 
Popovich, an All-American in 1937, was 
a crowd favorite at the East-West Shrine 
game and later signed to play pro football 
with the Chicago Cardinals.
Grizzly sports lore is full of men who 
excelled in more than one sport, but 
none was more popular than Naseby 
Rhinehart, whose athletic and 
professional career at UM spanned six 
decades.
Rhinehart arrived in Missoula in fall 
1931, and except for a stint in the Seattle 
shipyards during World War II he never 
left Missoula. As an athlete, he was an 
All-American in football and has been 
honored in Grizzly football, basketball 
and track halls of fame. When he 
graduated in 1935, Coach Fessenden 
suggested that he stay on as Montana’s 
first athletic trainer.
“It was the turning point in my life,” 
Rhinehart said in an interview years later. 
“I was thinking about going back to 
Milwaukee and becoming a policeman, 
but I loved athletics so much I decided to 
take the job.”
Red Book author Jiggs Dahlberg also 
touched Grizzly athletes in many ways 
over many decades. Dahlberg followed 
his older brother Harry (Swede) to UM 
in 1920 as a 140-pound lineman, and by 
the time he and his other brothers had 
earned their degrees, they had also 
earned twenty-three varsity letters, the
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most ever by one family.
Dahlberg returned to campus 
in 1937 to coach basketball, 
assist with football and raise 
private funds for the athletic 
department. He became UM’s 
all-time winningest basketball 
coach with 222 wins over 
sixteen seasons. His team’s 27-4 
record in 1949-50 still stands as 
the best in Grizzly history.
In 1955 Dahlberg proposed a 
club to raise private funds for 
the athletic department. 
President McFarland first said 
no to the proposal. When he 
finally said yes, he warned 
Dahlberg, “You won’t make 
enough money to pay the 
postage.”
Dahlberg found plenty of 
support from the townspeople, 
and his Century Club provided 
needed money for the athletic 
programs. The organization has 
since been renamed the Grizzly 
Athletic Association, and it 
raises hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually for Grizzly 
sports programs.
While no coach has topped 
Dahlberg’s 222 basketball wins, 
several men’s coaches have 
produced winning teams in 
twenty of the last twenty-one 
seasons.
Jud Heathcote was at the 
helm when the Grizzlies shared 
the national spotlight with John 
Wooden’s UCLA dynasty in 
1975. It was Montana’s first 
NCAA tournament appearance, 
and Missoulians still talk about 
what could have been one of 
the greatest upsets in college 
basketball history. UM came 
within three points of ending 
the Bruins’ march to another 
NCAA title.
Heathcote moved on to coach 
Michigan State and Magic 
Johnson to an NCAA title in 
1979, but the winning tradition 
hasn’t stopped at Montana. The 
Grizzlies won back-to-back 
conference titles in 1991 and *92 
under coaches Stew Morrill and 
Blaine Taylor, while their 
predecessor Mike Montgomery 
strung together four straight 20- 
win seasons in the mid ’80s.
Those seasons ran parallel to 
the career of Larry Krystkowiak, 
who rewrote the Grizzly and Big 
Sky Conference record books in
Partners in 
Conservation
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
and University o f Montana
If you 're in town, stop by the H 011R ̂  ■
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation '
Wildlife Visitor Center and have 8.30-5 M-F 
a look around.  ̂̂  Sat.-Sun.
The following are the University of 
Montana graduates who are on staff at 
the Elk Foundation helping to conserve 
critical elk habitat.
Bob Munson 1964 B.A. Liberal Arts
Ron Marcoux 1967 B.S. Wildlife Technology
Bill Geer 1973 B.S. Aquatic Biology
Eric Elander 1976 B.S. Forest Management
Terry Cloutier 1978 B.S. Wildlife Biology
Gary Burnett 1981 M.S. Wildlife Biology
Ray Dvorak 1981 B.S. Business Administration
Bob Phillips 1981 B.A. Journalism
Jodi Bishop 1985 B.S. Wildlife Biology
Pat Stark 1985 B.S. Business Administration
Robin Childers 1986 B.A. English
Chris Honzel 1987 B.A. Organizational
Communication 
Amy Crookshanks 1988 B.A. Interpersonal
Communications 
Jan Brocci 1990 B.A. Religious Studies
Tracy Scott 1990 B.S. Business Administration
Mike Boken 1991 M.S. Business Administration
Laurie Hall 1991 B.S. Resource Conservation
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
2291 W. Broadway 
Missoula, MT 59807
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both scoring and rebounding.
His honors included three 
conference MVP awards and 
two years as a first-team 
academic All-American.
Women’s sports at Montana 
took a back seat until the 
mid-’70s, when Title IX 
legislation prohibited 
discrimination against women 
athletes. Starting in 1978, UM’s 
Lady Griz started piling up 
impressive numbers on the 
basketball court when Robin 
Selvig took over as head coach. 
Selvig’s teams have produced 
twelve straight twenty-win 
seasons; nine conference titles in 
the last ten years; and thirteen 
straight post-season appearances, 
including reaching the second 
round of the NCAA 
tournament four times. - 
Shannon Cate, a first-team All- 
American, scored more points j 
in her career than any other 
player in Big Sky Conference 
history, man or woman. Her 
jersey number, No. 21, along 
with Krystkowiak’s, No. 42, 
have both been retired by the 
Athletic department.
Cate led the list of six UM 
women recently named to all­
decade sports teams in the Big 
Sky Conference. Other Lady 
Griz named in their sports 
include Loreen McRae, a 1988 
cross country champion; Kris 
Schmidt, an all-conference 
hurdler; Tiffany Sparks, an all­
conference tennis player; Paula 
Good, who led UM to a 
conference track title in 1987; 
and Ann Schwenke, UM’s all- 
time leading volleyball setter.
It took women’s sports some 
time to catch fire at UM, but 
there was a spark of interest as 
early as 1901. The Red Book 
tells us that girls basketball was 
very popular in Montana then.
In May 1901, the school 
newspaper reported, “Basketball 
suits arrived and now the fair 
ladies with tousled hair are seen 
desporting gracefully about the 
campus.” And in October, the it 
reported that, “for the first time 
in history, a girls basketball team i 
will be organized and will play 
Butte.”
There’s no mention as to 
whether it was a fair, clean 
contest. . .. 1
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by Paul VanDevelder
True story.
I was on a magazine assignment in 
Ketchikan, Alaska, in May 1991, and it 
had been raining for three days. Up there 
they call it rain, but normal people would 
call it a waterfall. By the third afternoon I 
was absolutely convinced that watching 
one more talk show would send me over 
the edge. So, rain or no rain, I headed 
out on foot to get a look at the town.
Ketchikan is built on a hill at the edge 
of a great deal of water. At the docks a 
purse seiner was heading out into the 
Gulf of Alaska. Dressed from head to toe 
Yellow foul-weather gear, one of the 
fishermen stood on the dock, hanging
onto the stern line.
“Where you headed?” I asked him.
“Salmon,” he barked. He turned to 
look at me through his rain-splattered 
glasses. A smile formed suddenly as his 
mouth dropped open. He ripped off the 
glasses in disbelief.
“Eddie’s Club!” he cried. “Didn’t you 
used to hang out at Eddie’s Club, in 
Missoula?”
I started laughing, completely 
surprised. “Tfeah, fifteen, twenty years 
ago.”
The seiner’s diesels thrummed and spit. 
A cloud of exhaust swept across the 
dock.
“I was in school there,” he said.
“Majored in drinking, minored in girls.” 
He roared with laughter. “Still the same 
old place?”
“Haven’t been back in years,” I yelled.
He leaped as the skipper eased the boat 
away from the heavy black pilings. The 
rain came down sideways. He was still 
grinning, shaking his head when he 
shouted from the deck.
“If you ever get back there, say hi to it 
for me!”
I nodded and yelled into the teeth of 
the wind, “Hey, what’s your name?” but 
he didn’t hear me. Under that beard he 
could have been any one of a thousand 
people, and twenty years does things to 
faces. The last I saw of him was a yellow
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hand, waving in a little black cloud.
This story, in numerous versions and 
locales, has happened to me many times 
over the years. Each time, though, it has 
come as a surprise, nudging me closer to 
the simple theory that what one learns in 
college is incidental and secondary to the 
experience of growing up, to establishing 
an identity far removed from mom and 
pop. For me, as an adult, that is where 
memory starts. And as I look back, I 
have to confess that the glow I see in the 
rearview mirror is not emanating from 
various professors, classrooms or 
cataclysmic intellectual breakthroughs, 
but from a group of bars in downtown 
Missoula we used to call “The Circuit.” 1 
grew up in those bars, and many of the 
friendships I made on The Circuit are 
still with me. This goes hand in hand, of 
course, with that self-serving theory that 
we don’t  really know anything until we 
reach forty (no guarantee). If you happen 
to be thirty-nine or younger, this is a 
highly arguable position. If you’re forty or 
older, you can defend it with a smile and
When I arrived in Missoula in 1972 as 
a senior transfer, the preceding 
generation had worn a groove in The 
Circuit that made it easy to follow. It 
started at the Stockman’s Cafe (the 
Stock’s) and led, willy-nilly, through the 
Top Hat, the Missoula Club, the Flame 
or Chuck’s (you had a decision to make 
here), across the street through the Turf, 
then into the alley and the back door of 
the Palace Hotel, then with a dash 
through the bus station and into the 
Oxford, through Connie’s, Eddie’s Club 
and, finally, into that dark and sinister 
bar at the Park Hotel. That was The 
Circuit, with endless variations and 
combinations, all assuring you that you 
could get from one end of town to the 
other, in a whiteout blizzard, in nothing 
but a T-shirt, and you wouldn’t catch 
cold.
Over the years, the Stock’s has been a 
home away from home for thousands of 
UM students. In the early ’70s (which 
was really the late ’60s) the Stock’s was 
the favored hangout for the Greek set, 
not to mention “student athletes.” The 
country was in flames over a very 
unpopular war, and students lay dead on 
the commons at Kent State. I’ll be the 
first to admit that the importance of 
point spreads, Bobbie Brooks fashions 
and upper middle-class angst was lost on 
my crowd. The Greeks on the UM 
campus took a beating during those 
years, but I don’t think they took it 
personally.
The Stock’s was always a lively place to 
start a Friday evening. The windows were
always steamed over on cold nights, and 
you could feel the hum of the building a 
block away. Somehow, even without live 
music, the patrons of the Stock’s always 
managed to push the decibel level into 
the danger zone. There was a deep loyalty 
to the Stock’s among the regulars, shored 
up by the hope that your loyalty would 
eventually be rewarded with a “tab,” a 
clear sign you had “arrived.”
. .  .the Flame was where people 
went to be seen with the wrong 
person when they were 
pretending to be discreet.
A sea change took place at the Stock’s 
every night at 2 a.m.. When bartenders 
elsewhere around town hollered “Last 
call!” we all made a beeline for the Stock’s 
in hopes of snagging a seat for breakfast. 
The place did a land-office business 
feeding hungry students in the wee hours, 
and in 1975 you could get a steak, two 
eggs, hash browns and toast for $2.50 at 
the counter. There was a little woman we 
called “Twiggy,” who worked graveyard for 
years. She weighed all of eighty pounds, 
but she could handle the chaos like a 
lion tamer. One night I watched her walk 
an unruly linebacker out the front door, 
with him whimpering all the way, his ear 
twisted like a pretzel in her vise-grip 
fingers. Wherever she is, I hope she is 
well. Not enough good things can ever 
come to that woman.
Those of us who got our mail at 
Eddie’s Club seldom spent much time 
south of Broadway until the Top Hat 
underwent its transformation in the 
summer of 1974. Until then, the Top Hat 
was a quiet railroaders’ bar, and I never 
saw more than four or five old-timers 
hunched under the dim lights. But that 
all changed when the manager brought 
in live music. The rest, as they say, is 
history. Downtown Missoula would 
never be the same. “The Hat” became 
THE place for good music and dancing, 
and Front Street took on a carnival-like 
atmosphere. Legendary stories about the 
Hat are legion, and I have met musicians 
all over the country for whom the Hat is 
synonymous with Missoula, if not 
Montana.
Heading out the back door into our 
imaginary blizzard, we make our way to 
the Mo Club, the Flame and the Turf.
The Missoula Club had been on Main 
Street since Moby Dick was a minnow. It 
was as close to a “sports bar” as anything 
else in town, and it will always be a warm 
fuzzy memory for anyone who has passed 
through that narrow, well-lit hall of fame,
or stopped long enough to have a burger, 
with hot pepper cheese and Chinese 
mustard, or a cupful of peanuts. I had 
forewarned my wife, Jackie, about the Mo 
Club with glowing, nostalgic 
euphemisms, so it was one of our first 
stops when I brought her to Missoula. 
She looked around and smiled. The 
bartender approached, dragging a towel 
off his shoulder.
“What can I get you?” he asked.
“I’d like a Compari and soda with a 
twist, please,” she said.
A faint smile curled the corners of his 
mouth as he looked down the bar to a 
group of patrons building a mountain of 
peanut shells. One of them smiled and 
shrugged. Then he smiled and shrugged 
and turned to Jackie, very gently saying, 
“Just where do you think you are, lady? 
This is Montana.”
“Okay,” said Jackie, catching his drift, 
“why don’t you tell me what you. have, 
Montana.”
“Well,” he said, grinning, “we’ve got 
Pabst in a can, and we’ve got Pabst in a 
glass.”
“Then, tell me, Montana, why did you 
ask?”
The nice thing about the Mo Club was 
you had no doubt about where you were 
when you stood at that bar. At the 
Flame, right next door, you felt lost the 
moment you stepped inside the door.
The Flame was the classiest bar in town, 
and when you walked in it took a half 
hour for your eyes to adjust to the low 
light. Jim Pramenko, the owner, was a 
nice fellow, and he invested a small 
fortune in a saltwater fish tank. Jim’s 
famous tank was home to a number of 
eels over the years, and one night I 
overheard him pleading with the 
bartender, “I’m tellin’ you, Daryl, for the 
last time, that eel does not WANT a 
Manhattan!” Jim ran a classy bar, and I 
once heard a woman say that the Flame 
was where people went to be seen with 
the wrong person when they were 
pretending to be discreet. Looking back, 
I’m sure it filled that bill, but for me, it 
was a pit stop and a shortcut to the Turf, 
across the street.
The Turf was a grand old bar and was 
like the Top Hat in that I never saw more 
than four or five old-timers hooking their 
elbows on the rosewood counter. The 
Turfs back bar was easily the prettiest in 
Missoula. It was purchased from the 
Brunswick Co., makers of fine billiards 
tables, through a Sears catalog in the 
1890s. When the Zimorino brothers 
opened Red Pies over Montana in the 
late ’70s in the front half of the building, 
the Turf was “discovered.” It was host to a
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The bar at the Oxford Cafe is a familiar sight to thousands of DM students.
mob scene on any given night. And 
when it went up in flames in 1979, a lot 
of history went with it, including the 
back bar.
The only open stretch from one end c 
downtown to the other was between th< 
Ritz Bar in the Palace Hotel and the 
Oxford Cafe. Every time I walked into 
the Ritz, that wonderful art deco 
throwback to Miami’s glory years, I felt 
like I had woken up in someone else’s
dream. But the Oxford was the next stop, 
and like the Mo Club, the Ox was 
HISTORY, the taproot that kept Missoula 
from flying completely away. Everyone 
was the same at the Ox—rich or poor,
young or old. The Ox was a shrine to 
bright lights, high ceilings, good friends 
and the underlying conviction that all 
bad things pass and all good things 
return. But I have to confess, the Ox 
changed forever when the owners pulled 
out the blackboard and the ticker-tape 
machine. We always made a point of 
stopping by on summer evenings after 
fishing, to drink a two-bit beer and catch 
up on the ball scores on the ticker-tape 
machine. Eventually it was replaced with 
a Keno board and ESPN. Progress is 
progress, but it’s still the only place I 
know of where you can belly up to the 
counter and order brains and eggs. I
never did, but somehow it’s a comfort to 
know that if the mood ever strikes. . .
Unless we got hung up in a poker game 
or the weather was particularly vicious, 
we generally breezed through the Ox, 
because a half a block away was the 
center of the universe. My old friend Ed 
Gallagher, the cowboy poet with the 
sagebrush eyebrows, has always 
maintained that Eddie’s Club existed 
primarily so that extraterrestrials 
searching for intelligent life on Earth 
would have something positive to report, 
not to mention a place to go when the 
loneliness became crushing. Eddie’s was 
not the center of just any universe, mind
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you. It was the center of yours, of mine. 
Dead center. If you didn’t know it at the 
time, if you were off wasting your 
precious youth in some pointless search 
for identity in a classroom, that was your 
bad luck. Most of the professors who had 
what we wanted were holding their 
classes at Eddie’s, and it was the Real 
McCoy, a phenomenon of such natural 
cosmic grace and random unity that the 
effect of its energy could only be 
examined in memoriam. It wasn’t just the 
plank floors or the absence of ferns or 
the Lee Nye portraits on the walls or the 
endless Dylan tunes. Like any bar, it was 
made special by the people who filled it 
up, who charged the walls and the blue 
air with its own unique magic. The glow 
it made in the night sky still illuminates 
the memories of those of us lucky 
enough to grow up there, long after the 
sheer heat of the experience burned it 
out. It couldn’t  last. We know that now, 
and I think we knew it then. Eddie’s 
Club closed for the last time on a snowy 
night in 1976.
A few years later a new bar opened in 
the same place, and in 1986 there was an 
Eddie’s Club reunion at the new joint, a 
place called Charlie B’s. Charlie 
Baumgartner, the proprietor, is a cheerful, 
roly-poly guy, and he did his level best to
restore the past to the present. But 
nobody, not even Charlie, could bring 
back Eddie’s Club. And who would want 
to? It was perfect.
In time, if we are lucky, we all leave 
Missoula. It’s a big world out there, and 
we get to take our new adult selves, our 
college degrees and meet it head on. And 
in time, if we are still lucky, we get to 
come back, to glimpse that glow which 
yet illuminates our beginnings as adults, 
to a time that was perfect.
One night last month I decided to walk 
The Circuit, to revisit the groove, just for 
the fun of it. Few things remain as I 
remember them, but why should they? 
The windows of the Stock’s still steam 
over, containing those high decibels, and 
that’s close enough. Music still spills out 
the front door of the Top Hat, and that’s 
close enough. The Flame is closed, 
Chucks is gone, The Turf is so much 
smoke. But the peanut shells in the Mo 
Club are still ankle deep by the end of 
the night, and the burgers are only two 
bucks, and that’s close enough. There are 
new places with names like the Rhino 
and Maxwells and the Old Post Pub, a 
wonderful little bar. And the Ox looks 
cleaner and brighter than it will ever be 
in my memory.
I crossed the street toward Charlie B’s
and entered through the front door, 
weaving my way through the Harleys and 
Schwinns and skateboards. It was packed 
inside, as it always is in memory. The 
faces were new, young, expectant. A few 
people turned to look at me, nothing 
editorial in their expressions. Just turning 
to look. The floor was the same dark 
planking, pounded to splinters by 
countless boot heels. But my crowd was 
gone. Or, as I told myself later that 
evening, they were there. I simply didn’t 
recognize them anymore. I walked along 
behind the bar, saw a couple of faintly 
familiar faces hunkered down over six-bit 
beers and decided not to break through 
the hard crust of a decade. That was 
simply too long ago, too far away, 
another era. And this is a new 
generation.
One by one, if we’re lucky, we return to 
The Circuit. In our own time. When 
we’re ready. We glance around, taking in 
the sights and sounds, and I hope that 
we do this without measuring. For me it 
is comfort enough to know that the 
brains and eggs will still be there, that the 
glow which still colors my memory is not 
imagined, and that a new generation is 
creating its own chaos. Hopefully, leaving 
its own mad signature. And that is close 
enough.
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CCentennial
Calendar of Events
THE U N IV E R SIT Y  O F M O N T A N A  C E N T E N N IA L  CELEBRATIO N 1993 
"TH E N E X T  100 YEARS: U M , M O N T A N A  A N D  TH E W O RLD"
ipdated 11/25/92
JANUARY 1993
1 9 ‘C entennial People's University—"Meet Your Editor: The News Media and the 
Community"
26 ‘Centennial People's University—"International Environmental Issues"
FEBRUARY 1993
9 ‘Centennial People's University—"Working with the Business Community"
16 ‘Centennial People's University—"The Fourth Amendment: A Citizen's Pro­
tection Against Unreasonable Search and Seizure"
17 THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY, 
WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE, MONTANA COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY celebrate Charter Day in teh Helena Capitol Rotunda. 
Montana Rep Benefit Dinner Theater “Lend Me A Tenor;'' Dinner 6 pm. Per­
formance 8:30 pm—Montana Theater
18 UM CENTENNIAL OFFICIAL KICKOFF! Charter Day:
‘McKay/ Elrod Photo Exhibit. Paxson Gallery in Performing Arts Building (on 
display for 2-3 weeks)
10- 11 am: “Glimpse of the Past" reception and program; presentation—Dale 
Johnson, Archives and Bill Farr, Center for the Rocky Mountain West. Centen­
nial video showing. Mansfield Library lobby
11- 12 pm: Campus Historic Tours conducted by the UM Advocates in period 
costume. Meet at Centennial Circle.
11:30-1 pm: President's Charter Day Awards Lunch—UC Ballroom
12 pm: Battery "A" First Montana Light Artillery re-enactment and Military
Sciences color guard. On Oval
1:30-3 pm: Central Charter Day Program—University Theater
•  Re-enactment of Charter Day highlights from 100 years ago, from original 
charter day program Special speakers include Prof. Harry Fritz, Chief Earl Old 
Person and President George Dennison
3-5 pm: Charter Day Reception: UC Ballroom
• Presentation of Historic Preservation Statement acknowledging The Univer­
sity of Montana as a National Historic District
Centennial MRT “Lend Me A Tenor," 8 pm, MT
19 Centennial MRT "USA" 8 pm, MT
21 Opening of “Scholar; Soldier; Citizen" exhibit at The Historical Museum at Fort 
Missoula.
23 Centennial MRT "USA" 8 pm, MT
‘Centennial People's University—"Educational Collaboration in the 1990s 
24*26 Centennial MRT "USA" 8 pm, MT 
26*27 Centennial MRT "Lend Me A Tenor" 8 pm, MT
27 "Scholar, Soldier; Citizen" Lecture Program, Historical Museum at Fort Mis­
soula, 2-3 pm
28 ASUM Performing Arts Centennial Series—Mark Morris Dance Company—8 
pm, UT
M A R C H  1993
6 String Orchestra of the Rockies Centennial Series Winter Concert—8 pm, UT 
9 ‘Centennial People's University—"Strengthening Montana's Tourism and 
Recreation Industry through Research"
13 "Scholar; Soldier; Citizen" Lecture Program, Historical Museum at Fort Mis­
soula, 2-3 pm
23 Centennial President's Lecture Series—Igor Kipnis, harpsichordist, "The Light 
and Lively Harpsichord: A Lecture/Concert" 8 pm, MRH
‘Centennial People's University—"The Arts: New Avenues to the Mind and 
the Full Development of our Human Potential"
27 "Scholar; Soldier; Citizen" Lecture Program, Historical Museum at Fort Mis­
soula. 2-3 pm.
30 ‘Centennial People's University—"The Honors Experience: The Dead Poets 
go to College"
APRIL 1993
6 ‘Centennial People's University—"Developing New Drug Products to Treat 
Diabetes and Heart Disease"
13 ‘Centennial People's University—"Living Lightly in our Watershed"
17 Centennial "M" Trail Project—starts 9:00 am at base of the "M"
17*30 Centennial Earth Week Events
18 Centennial Costume Exhibit at the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula.
21 Centennial Aber Day
Lucille Speer Centennial Lecture—Ivan Doig, 8 pm—UT 
21 *22 Costume Rental Fair/Costume Fittings For Centennial Ball—UC Atrium 
23*24 Centennial Jazz Festival—all day. University Theater
24 Centennial Costume Exhibit Lecture Program. Historical Museum at Fort Mis­
soula, 2-3 pm
CEN TEN NIAL SHOW CASE WEEK: A pril 25 -M a y 1
2 3  CENTENNIAL SHOWCASE WEEK KICKOFF:
"Happy Birthday, UM," Cake Cutting at Southgate Mall, 1-3 pm 
MAHLER'S "SYMPHONY OF 1000"—4 pm. Field House.
26*30 Campus Historic Tours by Advocates in period costume 10 am,
1, 3 pm. Meet at Centennial Circle
Open House: 8-5 pm—Career Services, Lodge 148
Community Activities, Exhibits, and Tours: Historical Museum at Fort Mis­
soula, Missoula Museum of the Arts, Southgate Mall, Downtown, Forest 
Service
University Center Centennial Activities 10-2 pm 
International Week Activities 
Native American Cultural Awareness Week Activities 
Kyi-yo Conference-UC MT Rooms
26 Open Houses: 1-5 pm. School of Business Administration, Center for Con­
tinuing Education and Summer Programs
Mansfield Conference: 1, 7 pm "Ending the Cold War in Asia,"—MT, 
Masquer Theater
27 Open Houses: 1-5 pm. The Davidson Honors College, Library Services, 
Dept, of Math; 3-5 pm. Dept, of Geology
Mansfield Conference: 1, 7 pm "Ending the Cold War in Asia"—MT, 
Masquer Theater
Symphonic Winds and University Band Concert—8 pm, UT
28 Open Houses: 8-5 pm. Dept, of Health & Human Performance; 8-12 pm. 
Library Services, 1-5 pm. School of Forestry, School of Education 
Mansfield Conference: 1, 7 pm "Ending the Cold War in Asia"—MT, 
Masquer Theater
29 Open Houses: 1-5 pm. School of Pharmacy, School of Physical Therapy, 1-4 
pm. Dept, of Physics & Astronomy
Student Chamber Recital—8 pm, MRH
International Symposium: 2-5 pm, 7-10 pm, UC MT Rooms
30 Open Houses: 8-5 pm, Co-Teach Program; 8-12 pm. School of Journalism, 
Native American Studies, 1-5 pm. School of Law
UC Outdoor Centennial Art Fair—10-6 pm. Oval
Arbor Day/Centennial Tree Dedication Ceremony—12-12:30 pm. 56 county 
trees as part of the State Arboretum.
Visiting Dignitaries Program—5-6:30 pm—President's Room, Brantly Hall 
Kyi-yo Conference Bow Wow—Field House
M A Y  1993
1 CENTENNIAL MAY FETE. 10-4 pm. Oval
UC Outdoor Centennial Art Fair, Carnival Food Booths, International Food 
Bazaar, Family Entertainment: Face Painting, Puppet Show, Cowboy poets. Story 
telling, Dances, Outdoor Concerts, Cultural Entertainment. Participants include 
Missoula Children's Theater, Missoula Puppet Guild, Folklore Dance Society, 
UM Dance and Drama Departments, International Students Association, Lodge 
and UC Food Service, ASUM Programming, Downtown Association, Kyi Yo 
Club, local community entertainers and more.
CENTENNIAL COSTUME BALL. 7-1 am. University Center.
Activities throughout evening in a turn-of-the-century western town complete 
with vaudeville theater, saloon, movie theater, gambling casino, old time cafe, 
town square and dance halls. Western characters such as gunslingers, can can 
girls, ragtime piano player, snake oil medicine man, sheriff, soldiers. Young Rep 
Vaudeville theater performers, photographer and more. $10 per person tickets 
include food, entertainment and dancing to Rob Quist and Great Northern and 
the Todd Fiegel Big Band (formerly the Ed Norton Big Band). Music starts at 9 
pm. Wear period costume or western garb.
Kyi-Yo Conference Row Wow—Field House
7  Centennial UM Rodeo—7 pm. Fairgrounds
8 Centennial UM Rodeo— 2 pm —Fairgrounds
Missoula Riverbank Run/UM  Centennial 5K Race—10 am
Centennial Costume Exhibit Lecture Program—Historical Museum at Fort
Missoula.
9  ASUM, Performing Arts Centennial Series, "Ballet Folklorico", 7 pm, UT 
10*14 Historic Preservation Week Activities
15 Centennial Commencement
16  String Orchestra of the Rockies Centennial Series Spring Concert—8 pm, UT 
2 2  Centennial Costume Exhibit Lecture Program—Historical Museum at Fbrt Mis­
soula, 2-3 pm
A U G U S T  1993
2 0  Opening Reception of Alum ni Art Exhibit at the Gallery of Visual Arts Paxson 
Gallery and Missoula Museum of the Arts—6-8 pm 
2 5  Centennial O ut To Lunch—11:30-1:30 pm, Caras Park
SEPTEMBER 1993
3 0  Beginning of Centennial Homecoming:
OCTOBER 1993
1 Centennial Homecoming:
2  CENTENNIAL FINALE
5:30 pm—Unveiling of time capsule from 100 years ago, burial of time capsule
to be opened at the Bicentennial
7 pm—Performing Arts Extravaganza—Field House
9:30 pm—Lighting of the "M", FINALE FIREWORKS DISPLAY
“ For a complete schedule of activities or for more information, please contact: UM Centennial Office, Brantly Hall, Missoula, MT 59812 (406) 243-2649.
*The Centennial People's University is a series of lectures for the greater Missoula community which are designed to showcase current research and /or service activi­
ties. Sponsored by the University of M ontana School and Colleges and the Center for Continuing Education. All lectures are 7-9 pm, in  the Law Building, Room 204. 
Call 243-2900 for more information.
A UM CENTENNIAL PROJECT
p p | 7 7 |Y  fflffiW
u im u  pictorial
GOID ::
$1695e a c h  (Includes postage and handling)
To order your copy, please call 1-800-862-5862
Comraderie...academic stimulation...
good friends...great food...magnificent scenery...
Do you think this kind of weekend is for you?
T h e n  . . . a t te n d
A l U M n i
College ’93
Flathead Lake Lodge 
Bigfork, Montana 
May 21-23, 1993 
Open to a ll alum ni and  friends 
o f The University o f M ontana
$195 per person. This includes room, board, and 
tuition. The weekend begins with a welcome party 
on Friday evening and ends with a farewell breakfest 
on Sunday morning. Space is limited; a $25 deposit 
will hold your reservation. Balance due May 1.
W rite: The University o f Montana 
Alumni Association
Attention: Paddy MacDonald
Brantly Hall, 2nd Floor West 
Missoula, Montana 
59812-1313 
o r call (406) 243-5211 
1 -800-862-5862
.The University o f Montana
A L U M N I
A S  S O C I A T I O N
Foreword by Maureen and 
M ike M ansfield 
The Alumni Association has commis­
sioned Montana Magazine to create this 
new 100-page pictorial including his­
torical images, lavish new four-color 
work of the campus and student life 
today as well as an exciting day-in-the- 
life-of freeze frame of seven students, 
faculty and administrators. A memo­
rable look at the life of the university, 
yesterday and today. Softbound, 
printed on high quality gloss paper, 
durable plastic laminated cover.
DISTINGUISHED A L U ^ fm R D
Each year at Homecoming, The University of 
Montana Alumni Association honors outstand­
ing alumni. All University alumni and friends are 
invited to nominate a graduate or former student. 
Recipients of the awards are individuals who have 
distinguished themselves in a particular field and 
who have brought honor to the University, the 
state or the nation. The focus of this award is 
career achievement and/or service to The Univer­
sity of Montana.
Six awards can be given annually. Two of the six 
awards will be reserved for graduates or former 
students who attended the University within the 
last 15 years.
Nomination forms can be requested by writing 
the UM Alumni Office, Brantly Hall, 2nd Floor 
West, Missoula, MT, 59812-1313 or by calling 
(406)243-5211 or 1-800-862-5862. Nominations 
must be submitted by April 15,1993.
• Cocktail Parties * Champagne Brunch
• Campus Tours • Riverfront Walk
• Class Photos • Receptions
• Commencement ceremonies 
Featuring you in silver and gold caps and gow ns leading the 
1993 Centennial Graduating Class!
Call or write for further details 
The University of Montana 
Alumni Association 
Brantly Hall, 2nd Floor West 
Missoula, MT 59812-1313 
(406) 243-5211 • 1-800-862-5862
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YOUR CLASS REUNION! 
MAY 1 3 , 1 4 , 1 5 , 1 9 9 3




by Paddy O ’Connell MacDonald
It’s early June, and a smattering of 
people—reunion celebrants, faculty, staff 
and professors, students and 
townspeople—watch as UM ’s brass 
ensemble strikes up, signaling the start of 
the Centennial Circle dedication. Trees 
and poles are festooned with copper, 
silver and gold balloons. Dark, dramatic 
clouds loom, threatening to spoil things. 
After a short speech, President Dennison 
steps up to cut the ceremonial ribbon. He 
discovers the scissors have been 
misplaced, but Don Middelstadt ’42 
quickly comes to the rescue, whipping a 
Swiss army knife out of his pocket, 
unfolding it and handing it over to the 
president. Wielding an infinitesimal—but 
functional—pair of scissors, Dennison 
cuts the ribbon to a round of appreciative 
applause.
The Centennial brick project, the 
brainchild of many, but orchestrated by 
UM Centennial Coordinator Annie 
Pontrelli, is a terrific improvement to the 
Oval. Surrounding the grizzly bear in a 
concentric cirle, the bricks are becoming 
the focal point of campus. “I see people 
just walking and looking at all the bricks 
at night,” says Jed Liston of New Student 
Services.
There’s a real legacy in this project,” 
says Pontrelli. “People who buy them 
realize that years from now we’ll all be 
dead, but the bricks will last. That really 
grabs you in the heart.”
Ivar Love *32 bought the most bricks— 
twenty five—and they’re quite a sight to 
(̂ee> a“ lined up in a row. The name 
Burke” pops up everywhere. The W.J.
Burke family has fourteen bricks, Bob 
and Bettina Burke have ten and the Jack 
Burke family seven. President Dennison 
and family have ten, as does John L. 
Olson. Roy and Sherilyn Peden and the 
Ian Davidson family have five apiece; the 
Mountains and the Uchimotos, four.
Some bricks have political messages: 
“Respect Animal Rights—End Suffering,” 
reads one. “Save the Wilds,” says Rich 
Landers on his. “For all Gentle Beasts 
Killed for Science,” reads another.
Some bricks are just plain whimsy. 
“Ken Cooper was here for a L-O-N-G 
time” is a favorite. Sarah Scott wants the 
world to know that “My Bags Are 
Always Packed.” “A Great Place to Come 
of Age,” say A. and P. Madison. “The 
Griswolds: Clark, Ellen, Russ &. Audrey,” 
reads one. “Janet Loves Brett Roy” is a 
particularly brave statement.
There are bricks from dormitories, 
fraternities, sororities, administrative 
offices, academic departments and 
professors. Toyo University in Toyko, 
Japan, is represented on the circle. So is 
the Spokane Chamber of Commerce, the 
Missoula Downtown Association, the 
Exxon Education Foundation and 
Worden’s Market. And the “Janet Cooke 
Memorial Luncheon Club.”
There are dozens of memorial bricks:
“In Memory of Roy C. Patton—We Love 
Tbu,” reads one. “In memory of Iven L. 
Levinson—Thanks Dad,” says another. 
Dave Strobel, associate dean of the 
Graduate School, bought a brick in 
memory of his beloved bloodhound, 
Magnolia.
Janet Ruetten, a former Lady Griz 
basketball player, now has her free throw 
record—a whopping 85.2 percen t- 
memorialized on a brick. The Erskines 
have their address—219 U niversity- 
immortalized. A nd on her brick, Mary 
Leichner Vanderslice offers a toast “To 
the Future.” “If We Can Do It So Can 
You,” say two recent graduates. There’s a 
brick for “Wilma Beckner, U of M Cake 
Lady.”
I have two bricks, and I treasure them 
both. The first is dedicated to my closest 
friends. There were five of us, and we 
called ourselves—often erroneously— 
“The Ladies.” We ladies laughed and 
fought and raised hell. We nursed each 
other through deaths and births, cranky 
husbands, recalcitrant children and ailing 
parents. Then one of us, Marilynn, died 
of a brain tumor, and we’re still stunned 
by our loss: There was a naive 
assumption on our parts that we’d all 
grow old together. The ladies are still in 
there kicking, but things aren’t quite the 
way they used to be. Except in our 
memories. And on the brick.
The second one is for my family. It 
reads: “The MacDonalds. Ron, Paddy, 
Kerry, Shawn.” Not an unusual brick by 
any means, but what it does for me is 
freeze our relationship in time, give it 
permanence. O ur children are grown 
now and will soon move out, maybe far 
away from us. They’ll likely marry and 
start families of their own. But no matter 
what happens in the future, on that 
brick—as in my heart—we’re together.
We are the MacDonalds.
Thank you, Centennial Circle.
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C o n gra tu la tion s On 
100 Y ears AsA 
C orn erston e In E ducation.
First Bank salutes the University of Montana 
on a century of service.
#  First BanksMembers First Bank System Members FDIC
Southside Location Downtown Location
2801 Brooks 209 East Spruce Street
(406) 523-2300 (406) 523-2300
IN T E R IO R S
IN C .
From the Montana 
Mountains...
To the Sunny 
Southwest...
To the Shores of the 
Pacific
O ur 'Designk) Wmi of the V&st can 
reach you and your lifestyle from our 
Missoulabased Design Center, by phone 
or personal visit When only the best will 
do, call on PJ &
Pfs Interiors.. .Designing 
the Best in the West
337 East Broaduay, Missoula, Montana 59802 
406/728-4455 FAX 406/549-5662
Phyllis Peterson Washington "64
^  YOUR UNIVERSITY OF MONTANACentenmaL
MERCHANDISE HEADQUARTERS
A. 2" Bronze Medallion with wooden stand. Centennial seal
on one side, UM seal on reverse side. $15.95
B. Two pen desk set w/UM seal. Walnut base. $22
C. Black coffee cup w/trim and Centennial logo done in gold.
$8
D. Men’s and women's watches. Black face w/logo numbers 





□  Mastercard/Visa # (all digits please) □  Check
Signature
p Expiration Date. 
Phone_______
Shipping & Handling Charges 
1 item $3.50; 2 or 3 $4.25; 4 or more $4.75
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Item Quantity Size Color Unit Price TOTAL
Mail this form to: SubTotal
UC Bookstore — :---------------------------
c/o Betty Lou Nelson Shipping &
The University of Montana Handling_____________
P.O. Box 5148
Missoula. MT 59806 TOTAL
(406) 243-4921 ---------------- ------------------
D
by Paul VanDevelder
1893 U M  was chartered in Missoula, a
town o f 4,000 people at th e  time, thanks to 
the public relations efforts o f prom inent 
Missoula citizens like J.H.T. Ryman and  F.L. 
Worden. Ryman, W orden and  others argued 
in Helena th a t M issoula was very accessible, 
owing to  th e  transcontinental railroad, and 
that “its altitude was m oderate and  its climate 
salubrious.”
1895 U M  opened its doors to  fifty
students.
1898 University Hall and  Science Hall 
(demolished in  1983) were th e  first buildings 
on the campus. Weighing 7 tons, the 
cornerstone for University Hall was set on 
June 8, 1897. T he building was completed at a 
cost of $50,000. T he O val was planned by 
Frederick Scheuch and  William Aber, bo th  
members o f the original faculty, who 
stipulated th a t the carriageway should be 
ringed by cottonw oods and  elms.
1898 T he first issue o f the Kaimin , a
Salish Indian word for “som ething written,” 
was published as a literary m onthly. Later the 
Kaimin developed into th e  school newspaper,
An unidentified pole-vaulier competes in an early meet.
the  Montana Kaimin ,which began to  publish 
daily in 1938.
1899 A  biological research station was
established on  Flathead Lake at the m outh  of 
th e  Swan River by U M  biology Professor 
M orton  Elrod. In 1908 it moved to  its present 
location at Yellow Bay. Elrod said, “The 
natural way to  study is to  see things as they
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Those
mI
1 1  7 / \ W \r- ■  A  m This portrait, left, was taken at the first
i l l  I  ^  . I  . meeting of the first UM faculty in 1895;
[ . engineering students celebrate with an
elaborate annual bash.
the days...
are. T he laboratory m ust be supplem ented by 
tramps in th e  woods and  fields.”
1904 T he first M ontana interscholastic
track and  field meet was held on  the U M  
campus, drawing high school athletes from all 
over the state. T he original track and  football 
field were built east o f University (Main) Hall, 
where the Mansfield Library, built in 1973, 
now stands.
1904 U M  student George Barnes
joined the first group o f  A m erican m en to 
attend Oxford University as Rhodes scholars.
1908 T he preparatory school at U M
was discontinued. T he library, which was 
built later th a t year, became the law school. 
W hen the law school moved to  its present 
location in 1961, the old library was renamed 
R ankin Hall.
1911 T he first M  was constructed on
M ount Sentinel. For decades, incoming 
freshman were charged w ith climbing the 
m ountain  with buckets of whitewash to 
brighten up Missoula’s m ost visible landmark.
1915 T he first Foresters’ Ball was held,
and  the spring A ber Day campus cleanup 
became an annual event. A  poll taken of 
students in  the 1930s found th a t A ber Day 
was the m ost popular tradition on  the 
campus. M ock trials were held in the early 
afternoon o f A ber Day for students who 
avoided work. Convicted sandbaggers were 
sentenced to a public paddling. By the 1970s, 
the A ber Day kegger was creating more litter 
th an  was picked up and  was discontinued.
1918 School of Business Administra-
tion established.
1919 Thirty-tw o ponderosa pines were
planted on  M emorial Way to  honor U M  
students w ho died in  World War I.
1921 T he first Hom ecom ing was held,
and  the H eating Plant was built.
1922 T he M en’s (Schreiber) G ym  was
built, and th e  original gym, built at the tu rn
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of the century, became the W omen’s Gym. 
Also in 1922, the foresters got a new building 
of their own.
1930 T he School of Education was
established.
1935 T he U niversity became M ontana
State University, a nam e it held until 1965, 




Lubrecht Experim ental Forest was
1942 Nearly 1,000 m en w ith the 317th
College Training C orps of th e  A rm y Air 
Force arrived on  campus, turning the U M  
campus into a military training center.
1947 T he  M ontana Cooperative
Wildlife Research U nit, one of eighteen in the 
country, was established.
1948 Property a t Fort Missoula (about
200 acres) was acquired.
1952 T he  School of Fine A rts was
established.
1953 A  forty-three bell carillon was
placed in the tower of University Hall in 
honor of U M  students w ho died in World 
War II. T he campus was growing quickly. 
M cGill Hall was built th a t year, along with 
the Music Building, Craig Hall and  the new 
H arry Adam s Field House.
The first Flathead LakeBiological Station at the mouth o f the Swan 
|  River|  Aber Day sandbaggers pay the  piper w ith d  paddling; horse 
arid manpower build Dornblaser Field in the early 19%0s; the UM 
campus as seen from  Mr. Sejitinel in the early 1900s; laying the 
cornerstone for O ld  M ain in 1 897; Missoula after the great flood.
1955 T he O val was closed to auto
traffic, and  the Lodge was built as th e  new 
student union. O ne of the featured 
attractions o f the Lodge was a jukebox.
1958 Doctoral programs were
established in chemistry, geology, 
microbiology and zoology.
1965 KUFM , U M ’s FM  radio station,
went on  the airwaves for the first time. 
KUFM  became a professional public radio 
station in 1974.
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Montana's
B u sin ess  C lim ate... 
What's hot, what's not
We've been tracking the 
details of Montana's state and 
local economies since 1948. 
The Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research provides 
these services:
•Yearly economic outlook 
seminars in seven 
Montana cities;
• Profiles of each Montana 
county, including cur­
rent data on income, 
employment, and 
demographics;
Those were the days...
1967 T he M ontana Repertory
Theatre was formed, becoming a 
professional theater group in 1977.
1968 T he  University C enter
was completed.
1969 A  bronze grizzly, sculpted
by Rudy Autio, was erected on  the 
mini-Oval.
1971 T he Science Com plex was
built.
1973 T he M aureen and  Mike
Mansfield Library opened on  the site 
o f th e  old D ornblaser track and  
football field. T he top two floors were 
completed in  1978.
1978 T he Excellence Fund was
started.
1981 A  Freshwater Research
Laboratory was opened a t the 
Flathead Lake Biological Station.
1985 T he  Performing A rts and
Radio/Television C enter was 
completed.
1986 Washington-Grizzly
Stadium  was completed, replacing 
D ornblaser Field on  Sou th  Higgins 
Avenue.
1988 Western M ontana
College became a branch of UM .
1991 U M ’s enrollm ent of
10,788 students broke all previous 
records.
•The state’s only in- 
depth economic journal, 
the Montana Business 
Quarterly.
Find out the latest eco­
nomic trends in Montana.... 
Subscribe to the Montana 
Business Quarterly today.















Sample issue ($6)__I 
I
For more information, call the 
I Bureau of Business and Economic 
■ Research, The University of Mon- 
|  tana, (406) 243-5113.
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Vl<î  t/M women practice basketball in the early 1900s; 
I the class of 1899 pose in cap and gowns; a botany
B class convenes at the mouth of Hellgate Canyon in 
B the early 1900s.
■ A Total ~  
Financial 
Service Center
• Mortgage Loans • Home Equity Loans
• Consumer Loans • Auto Loans • IRAs
• Checking With Interest • Savings Certificates
Security Federal Savings Bank proudly offers you solutions for your 
financial needs, from loans of all types ana interest'bearing 
checking to a full array of savings products!
Security Federal Savings Bank... your total 
financial service center w ith offices statetvide!
[ j x J C u i u i  I  (£ '}
Federal Savings Bank  W  fesrf
Billings: Main office •  Grand Branch * Heights Branch *Laurel Branch 
Kalispell Branch * Missoula Branch •Sidney Branch •  Havre Branch 
Malta Brandi ‘ Glasgow Branch •  Plentywood Branch • Bozeman Loan Office
JOURNEY OF THE CZARS 
June 20-July 5,1993  
Join fellow UM alumni for two nights in 
Shannon, Ireland, and then follow the 
course of Russian history and culture 
with two nights in Moscow, three in St. 
Petersburg and a nine-day cruise along 
the legendary Volga, Svir and Neva 
Rivers. See this fascinating new world, 
only recently opened to Western visi­
tors. All meals and sightseeing 
included, plus a series of cultural 
enrichment lectures.
DANURE RIVER ADVENTURE 
September 6-20,1993  
From Vienna, join this fascinating cruise 
which visits Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Romania, Molda­
via, and on to Instanbul, Turkey. Cultural 
enrichment lectures and a onemight return 




b o o t s
For more information, contact 
the UM Alumni Association 
(406) 243-5211 or 
1-800-862-5862.
Schedule of Events
For more information, call UM's Alumni Office 
(406) 243-5211 or 1-800-862-5862
February
17 Centennial Celebration—Helena
18 Centennial Charter Day—UM Campus
26 San Diego, CA—Charter Day Reception/Auction
27 Santa Rosa, CA—Alumni Golf Tournament
March
17 Boise, ID—MT Rep/Alumni Gathering
April
3 Palm Springs, CA—MT Rep/Alumni Gathering
10 Western Pennsylvania Gathering 
17 San Francisco, CA—Cowboy Ball
24 Eastern Pennsylvania Gathering
25 UM Centennial Show Case Week 4/25—5/1
May
1 Centennial Ball, Missoula
13 50 & 60 Year Class Reunions 5/13—5/15, UM Campus 
15 96th University Commencement 
21 Alumni College, Bigfork, MT 5/21—5/23
June
5 Los Angeles, CA—Centennial Ball
20 "Journey of the Czars”  Alumni Tour 6/20—7/5
July
30 Coeur d'Alene, ID—Alumni Cruise
August
28 Bigfork, MT—Bigfork Playhouse/Alumni Gathering
September
6 "Danube River Adventure”  Alumni Tour 9/6—9/20
11 Eugene, OR—Griz Football & Tailgate Party 
25 Spokane, WA—Griz Football & Tailgate Party 
30 Homecoming 1993 Sept. 30—Oct. 2
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GILLESPIE
REALTY CO.
PROUD SPONSORS OF GRIZZLY 
ATHLETICS 
AND THE UM EXCELLENCE FUND
"Friends Tell Friends"
771.4141
Oscar J. Craig 
1895-1908
Clyde V. Duniway 
1908-1912




p o r t r a i t s
by Virginia Vickers Braun
In its one-hundred-year history, The University of Montana has had sixteen presidents—a relatively high 
number compared to other universities, 
although a spate of resignations last year 
at Yale, Duke, Stanford and Columbia 
universities suggests the job and its 
pressures have become tougher. 
Nationwide, presidential terms average 
seven years, according to the Chronicle of 
Higher Education. The problem is not just 
the comparatively low salary ($96,699). 
Historically, Montana’s University 
System has always been underfunded. 
Some presidents have had difficulties 
working with the faculty, Board of 
Regents, Legislature and local 
committees. Others have tried to push 
consolidation of the University System 
and been fired for their efforts.
UM’s second and third presidents, 
Clyde V. Duniway and Edwin B. 
Craighead, were both fired after trying to 
consolidate the four units of the 
University System into one university. 
Harry K. Newburn, UM’s tenth 
president, also advocated one 
comprehensive university for the state, 
but he isolated himself from the faculty 
and students and resigned, frustrated 
over his inability to lead the institution.
It was in 1963, after the resignation of
Newburn, that Time magazine called 
Montana “the graveyard of university 
presidents,” alluding to the high rate of 
turnover at its universities. UM’s last tw 
presidents, in fact, resigned for 
presidencies at better-paying schools afte 
serving terms of five and four years 
respectively: Neil S. Bucklew, West 
Virginia University, and James V. Koch, 
Old Dominion University.
Only one president, Charles H. Clapp- 
died in office. Oscar J. Craig, UM’s first 
president, resigned because of ill health. 
Robert T. Pantzer is the only one to 
retire. A number of presidents, including 
George F. Simmons and Carl McFarland 
were embroiled in controversy, and their 
contracts were not renewed.
Clapp, who had the longest tenure as 
president (fourteen years), was beloved b) 
the students. His wife, Mary Brennan 
Clapp, taught English after his death. 
Also popular were James A. McCain, 
who was considered approachable by 
students, and Robert T. Pantzer, whose 
office door was always open. Three 
University presidents are UM 
graduates—McFarland, ’28, M.A. ’29 
(history and political science), LL.B. ’30; 
Pantzer ’40 (business administration),; 
LL.B. ’47; and George Dennison ’62, ' :. 
M.A. ’63 (history).
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Charles H. Clapp 
1921-1935
George F. Simmons 
1936-1941
Edward O. Sisson 
1917-1921
Oscar J. Craig, 1895-1908. A 
professor of history and science at Purdue 
University before coming to UM, Craig 
opened the University in the condemned 
Willard School on the corner of West 
Sixth and Ash streets on Sept. 11, 1895.
A hard worker, he taught history, 
philosophy, psychology, literature and 
political science in addition to his 
administrative duties. He oversaw the 
expansion of the campus from forty to 
640 acres and coined the promotional 
slogan, “The University of Montana, it 
shall prosper.”
Clyde V. Duniway, 1908-1912. A 
progressive president, Duniway held 
degrees from Cornell and Harvard and 
had taught history and economics at 
Stanford before coming to UM. He was 
the first UM president to suggest 
consolidating the University System. 
Dismissed by the Board of Education, he 
became president at the University of 
Wyoming.
Edwin B. Craighead, 1912-1915. 
Popular and easy-going, Craighead came 
to UM after serving as president of 
Tiilane University for eight years. A 
scholar of Greek language and literature, 
he was a Southern gentleman who 
pushed to expand the University. When 
he was fired by the Board of Education, 
the students showered him with support 
and affection. He went on to be 
commissioner of education in South 
Dakota.
Edward O. Sisson, 1917-1921. First 
president of Bradley University and 
former commissioner of education in 
Idaho, he led the University through the 
difficult war years. His administration 
was more democratic than the previous 
ones. Ill health forced him to take a leave 
of absence for four months in 1920, and 
he resigned to resume his teaching career. 
He taught philosophy at Reed College 
from 1921 to 1939 and died in 1949.
C harles H. Clapp, 1921-1935. A 
graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Clapp taught geology at the 
University of Arizona and the School of 
Mines in Butte, where he served as 
president before coming to UM. His 
fourteen-year presidency was 
characterized by amiability and steady 
growth of the University. He died in 
office in May 1935 and was reported to 
have said, “Thank God, no building will 
ever carry my name.” The Science 
Complex, however, was dedicated to him
in 1971.
G eorge F. Simmons, 1936-1941. 
An assistant professor of zoology, 
Simmons was supported for appointment 
as president by a group of local 
downtown businessmen but generally 
opposed by the faculty. He became mired 
in personnel problems and other 
squabbles. He oversaw the building of 
the Journalism and Chemistry/
Pharmacy buildings, and hired the 
University’s first physician.
Ernest O. Melby, 1941-1945. 
Formerly dean of education at 
Northwestern University, Melby took 
office just after war was declared. A 
proponent of a unified University 
System, he was appointed chancellor by 
the state Board of Education and took a 
year’s leave of absence from the 
presidency. He resigned to teach 
pedagogy at the University of New York. 
Jam e s  A. McCain, 1945-1950. A 
young president—he was thirty-eight 
when he came to UM—McCain began 
his career as an English professor and was 
dean of vocational education and 
guidance at the Colorado College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts at Fort 
Collins. He had great concern for people 
and good relations with the faculty. He 
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Richard C. Bowers 
1974'1981
Neil S. Bucklew 
1981-1986
James V. Koch 
1986-1990
George M . Dennison 
1990-
Carl M cFarland, 1951-1958. 
McFarland was the first alumnus to serve 
as president. In 1937 he was appointed 
assistant attorney general by President 
Franklin Roosevelt and later practiced 
law in Washington, D.C., with Homer 
Cummings, Roosevelt’s attorney general. 
A controversial president, McFarland 
closed the road around the Oval, along 
with the campus segments of Maurice 
and Van Buren avenues. He was forced to 
resign and later taught at the University 
of Virginia Law School.
Harry K. Newburn, 1959-1963. 
Newburn had served as president of the 
University of Oregon for eight years and 
as president of the National Education 
and Television Center (Ford Foundation) 
for six years before coming to UM.
Under his administration, Knowles Hall, 
the Health Sciences Building and Law 
Building were constructed. He resigned to 
become dean of education at Arizona 
State University, where he later became 
president.
Robert Johns, 1963-1966. Johns 
came to UM from the University of 
Florida, where he was executive vice 
president. He planned a multimillion 
dollar building program, including the 
University Center and the library. To 
make way, he removed many campus 
buildings, including the women’s gym 
and Alumni House, but built Jesse and 
Miller halls. Johns, who had a rocky 
relationship with the faculty, resigned 
and became president of Sacramento 
State University.
Robert T. Pantzer, 1966-1974.
After earning a law degree in 1947 from 
UM, Pantzer practiced in Chester, Mont., 
where he also was county attorney. He 
later practiced at Livingston, Mont. He 
served as executive vice president and 
financial vice president at UM before 
being appointed president. Well-liked and 
respected, Pantzer ably led the University 
through the Vietnam War years. He 
retired in 1974 and joined a Southern 
California law firm. He and his wife,
Ann, recently moved back to Missoula.
Richard C. Bowers, 1974-1981. 
Bowers came to UM from Northern 
Illinois University, where he was vice 
president and provost. He served during 
a period of retrenchment at UM. During 
his tenure, he began the fund-raising 
drive for the new Performing Arts and 
I Radio/Television Center. He resigned to
become provost at the University of \ 
Maine.
Neil S. Bucklew, 1981-1986. A  
proponent of long-range planning, 
Bucklew instituted general education 
reforms and developed an emphasis on j 
internationalization through faculty and 1 
student exchanges. Under his tenure, 
Washington-Grizzly Stadium was built j 
on campus. He resigned to become 
president at West Virginia University, 
where he had attended his first two years 
of college.
Jam e s  V. Koch, 1986-1990. 
Formerly provost at Ball State University.! 
Koch regularly taught one economics j  
class each year and was highly regarded 
by the faculty for his academic 
credentials. Koch extended the 
University’s outreach by taking faculty 
and administrators around the state each 
fall on a bus tour. Faced with tough 
budget cuts, he chose to eliminate the 
departments of Religious Studies and 
Communication Sciences and Disorders I 
rather than dilute funding for programs j 
campuswide. Under his leadership, 
enrollment began to climb. He resigned • 
to become president at Old Dominion 
University.
G eorge M. Dennison, 1990-. 
Dennison, who received bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in history from UM, 
earned a doctorate at The University of 
Washington and began his career as a 
history professor. He served as provost 
and vice president of academic affairs at 
Western Michigan University before 
becoming UM’s sixteenth president. He j 
has continued to emphasize 
internationalization and cultural diversity | 
on campus. The Davidson Honors 
College and a new School of Business 
Administration building are major 
building projects currently being 
planned.
Editor’s note: Much of the information for this ■ 
article was taken from H.G. Merriam’s The 
University of Montana, A History, published 
in 1970.
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Wordens have been serving 
Missoula and Montana for 
over 130 years. Let Tbmme 
hi and Austin help you with 
your real estate needs.
The Wordens o f
LAMBROS REAL ESTATE
I.O., 31, Tomme Lu, ’51, Peggy, 
Hank and Austin, ’88
1-800-521-7676
^  3502 BROOKS ^
First Interstate Bank’s Southside 
location is now open to serve you. 
Stop by and see us today!
o  F irst In te rs ta te  Bank
Missoula 523-4470 Members FDIC
Keeping track of your classmates 
just became a lot easier 
THE 1 9 9 3
ALUMNI DIRECTORY
< Complete alumni listings by 
name, class year and 
city/state/country.
◄ Home addresses and phone 
numbers.
TO ORDER CALL: 
Publishing Concepts 
1-800-395-4724
The 1993 Alumni Directory is available 
^^■ î ^ m b ONLY to UM A lu m n i . i^ M M
M ontana
R a n . ! i n k
Since 1987...
on track for Montana
T-Shirts from 
Moose's Saloon in Montana!
Wear one of our T-shirts, even if you won't be back for awhile. 
For free color brochure with designs and prices, write: 
Moostly Mooses, P 0  Box 668, Kalispell, Montana 59903 
Phone: 1-406-755-6667 FAX: 1-406-257-2338
The University of Montana Sports Schedule
11992-93 GRIZZLY BASKETBALL SCHEDULI
OPPONENT
FEL. OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES (Exhib.)
SIMON FRASER ..............
SOUTHERN UTAH STATE 
KYLT/ COCA-COLA CLASSIC 
(Bucknell, North Texas, Texas Tech) 
SAN JO SE STATE ...
@  Portland .............. .............................




@ N ortheastern Illinois .......................
@  C reigh ton ..........................................
EASTERN MONTANA
@  Idaho* (TV )............................
@ Eastern Washington* ............
WEBER STATE*
NORTHERN ARIZONA*
@  Idaho State*




@ Northern Arizona* ...............................
@  W eber State*
BOISE STATE*
IDAHO STATE*
@ M ontana State* (TV) .... 
lig Sky Conference Tournament 
(hosted by regular-season champion)
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Highway 93 South, 
Missoula, Montana




.6:30 p.m . &
......8:00 p.m.











7:35 p.m . 












Homt GamM In BoM
1992-93 LADY GRIZ BASKETBALL SCHEDULE I
OPPONENT TIME (MTN)
PORTLAND AAU (Exhibition) 7:30 p.m.
AUSTRALIANS (Exhibition) ................................. 7:30 p.m.
BRIGHAM YOUNG.................................................7:30 p.m.
@ Providence Tournament .Noon & 2 p.m.
Siena vs. Providence: UM vs. George Mason 
Saturday's Losers at 10 a.m.; Winners at Noon
(§> Southwest Missouri State ...................... 6:05 p.m.
GONZAGA ............................................................. 2:00 p.m.
WASHINGTON STATE .......................................... 7:30 p.m.
WESTERN STATES SHOWDOWN 630 89D0 p.m.
UM v*. WESTERN CAROLINA; NIAGARA v«. RHODE ISLAND
d a t e   ■
Nov. 20 PORTLAND AAU (Exhibition) p. .
Nov. 23 AUSTRALIANS (Exhibition) ............................. ....
Dec. 3 BRIGHAM YOUNG..... ..... ..... ..... .......................... p.m.
Dec 5- <§> i  t .   . .
;
Dec. 6 Saturday's Losers at 10' a  m.; Win ers at No n
Dec. 11 <  t est iss uri tate ... ..............................
Dec. 20  .............................................................. :  . .
Dec. 21 S I  S  .
Dec. 29 :3 6 *
« s  
Dec. 30 Tuesday's Losers at 6:30; Winners at 9:00
Jan. 3 @ Drake ........................... .........................................3:00 P m-
Jan. 6  @ Iowa S ta te .......................................  6:00 p.m.
Jan. 10 PORTLAND 2:00 p.m.
Jan. 15 IDAHO* ..................................................................7:30 p.m.
Jan. 16 EASTERN WASHINGTON* ................................... 7:30 p.m.
Jan 21 @ Weber State* ............................  ..7:00 p.m.
Jan 23 @ Northern Arizona* ................   7:00 P m
Jan. 29 BOISE STATE* (TV)..................................................7 * 5  p.m.
Jan. 30 IDAHO STATE* .........................................................7:30 p.m.
Fab. 1 SOUTHERN UTAH ..................................................7:30 p.m.
Feb. 6 MONTANA STATE* (TV) .......................................  7:35 p.m.
Feb. 12 @  Eastern Washington* .............  8:00 P m
Feb. 13 @ Idaho* ...........................    8:00 P m
Feb. 18 NORTHERN ARIZONA* ..........  ... 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 20 WEBER STATE* ..........................  7:30 p.m.
Feb. 25 @ Boise State* ......................  7:30 p.m
Feb 27 @ Idaho State* ..........................................  7:30 p.m.
Mar 5 @ Montana State* (TV)................  7 .30 p.m
Mar 12413 Big Sky Conference Tournament TBA
(hosted by regular season champion)
Mar 25*27 NCAA WEST REGIONAL TOURNAMENT TBA
(hosted by the University of Montana)
s Bitterroot Motors-------
M I S S O U L A ' S  D R I V I N G  F O R C E  ( 4 0 6 ) 2 5 1 - 2 5 2 5
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ouseThe H
Tkat Malk Bulk
By Virginia Vickers Braun
While the house at 1325 Gerald 
Avenue wasn’t  originally built for a 
University president, it nevertheless has 
had a long association with The 
University of Montana. The sixteen- 
room house was begun in 1928 by Nels 
Johan Lennes, a UM math professor and 
chairman of the math department from 
1913 to 1944. Costing $100,000 to build, 
the house was completed in 1932, during 
the height of the Depression. It was built
with the royalties Lennes received from 
the sale of grade school arithmetic 
workbooks and high school algebra 
textbooks. One of the precursors of 
modern abstract mathematicians, Lennes 
was the author of nearly one hundred 
textbooks, which were widely used and 
gained him national recognition.
Lennes was born in 1874 in Henne, 
Norway, and came to the United States 
in 1890 at age sixteen, unable to speak 
English. A self-educated man, he entered 
the University of Chicago in 1896 and, 
after earning bachelor’s and master’s
degrees and a doctorate, taught at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and Columbia University before coming^ 
to UM. Here he met and married his 
third wife, Harriet Gardner, a music 
instructor. The house on Gerald Avenue; 
was built for her.
Rock for the house, which is Italian 
Renaissance in style, was gathered from I 
McNamara’s Landing on the Blackfoot ■ 
River near Potomac. The library holds 
20,000 books and is paneled with 
Philippine mahogany. Original Holland 
tile is still in place in two of the six baths
Lennes died on Nov. 21, 1951. Dr. 
Stephen N. Preston bought the house in I 
1954 and said the house was probably th<: 
“finest built” residence in the city— 
“architecturally perfect in every detail.” 
Dr. Preston owned the house for only a 
couple of years. Due to the high property- 
taxes, he sold the house to the 
University, and, known as the Law 
House, it served as quarters for 
unmarried law students. It was supposed ■ 
to house up to twenty students, but at 
the end of fall quarter 1960 it closed its 
doors because the fifteen students living 
there could not support it.
On March 3, 1961, the Newman Club 
bought the house. Terms of the sale 
included a stipulation that it could only 
be sold to a University-affiliated group. 
The Newman Club planned to house 
thirty male Catholic students there. 
Long-range plans included construction 
of a chapel behind the house that would
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seat 500-600 students and conversion of 
the three-car garage into quarters for a 
resident chaplain.
The sale caused considerable contro­
versy within the community. In 1961, the 
city zoning board ruled use of the house 
for multiple dwelling 
purposes was illegal. In 
1963, a district judge ruled 
it was not a fraternity and 
therefore not in violation 
of the zoning rules. This 
decision was appealed to 
the Montana Supreme 
Court, but in April of 
that year the City Coun­
cil voted five to four to 
dismiss the appeal.
In June 1974, the Uni­
versity bought the house 
back for $115,000 for use 
as the president’s house.
It has since housed the families of four 
presidents—Richard Bowers, Neil 
Bucklew, James Koch and George 
Dennison.
“We loved living in the house,” says 
Donna Koch, who has fond memories of 
raising her children, Beth, then 15, and 
Mark, 11, there. “I remember a lot of the 
parties that Beth had. One Valentine’s 
Day they were waltzing in the big foyer. 
We had a lot of kids activities because 
our house was big.” She also liked the fact 
that the house was in a real 
neighborhood, close to campus, but with 
neighbors next door.
Because each family brings their own 
furniture, Donna said she did some
i
painting, carpeting and wallpapering.
“We did it gradually, like you would in 
your own home, as fiscal restraints 
dictate.” There were no books in the 
library when they moved in, she says. “It 
was the first house and probably the only
After tu>o years, Jane Dennison feels at home on 
Gerald Avenue.
house where we could put 90 percent of 
our books in one room. We filled all the 
shelves”
Although the house is really the 
president’s home, numerous University 
luncheons, receptions and dinners are 
held there. Donna estimates 2,000 people 
a year visit the residence. Entertaining 
“goes with the territory,” she says. “I 
enjoy it. I did not see it as a burden.” In 
fact getting to meet visiting dignitaries, 
such as Cheng Nien, author of Life and 
Death in Shanghai and a 1989 Mansfield 
Conference speaker, is a memorable 
highlight.
Jane Dennison, who has lived in the 
house for two years, also praises the 
house and its suitability for entertaining. 
“The house has a good flow for 
accommodating a lot of people,” she says. 
The Dennisons take advantage of the 
School of Fine Arts’ art collection and 
display the works of photographer Louis 
Stettner in the living room and Edgar S. 
Paxson upstairs.
“When we first moved in I thought I 
would never find my way around. Now 
the house doesn’t  seem quite as large as 
when we moved in,” says Jane, whose two 
sons are grown, “but I still have every 
closet filled.” She finds it odd that such a 
large house has only one small storage 
room in the basement.
As for the ghost that’s rumored to 
haunt the premises, Jane says, “Once in a 
while I wonder. One night about 2 a.m. 
the fire alarm went off. That was a rude 
awakening.” Another time she and the 
president woke up with a start to find the 
light in their ceiling fan had come on 
and the blades slowly rotating. “I guess it 
was just a problem with the electricity or 
the weather,” she says with a laugh.
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by Jean Emery
“Intelligent men and women are agreed 
that a good woman is a more efficient 
one for having received a university
education.” w „ . .
M o n tana  K a im in
April 30, 1915
When the copper time capsule was 
lowered into the cornerstone of 
University (Main) Hall at its dedication 
in June 1898, the box contained more 
than a dozen photographs—of President 
McKinley, U.S. Army generals and Navy 
commanders, distinguished 
Montanans—but not a single image of a 
woman.
Yet at that very same ceremony, The 
University of Montana awarded its first 
two degrees—to Mrs. Ella Robb Glenny 
and Miss Eloise Knowles. Three more 
women received degrees the following
year. Women students, in fact, 
outnumbered men until 1910, according 
to a 1935 study by Arthur Lee Svenson.
In 1992-93, women are still a majority 
on campus, but their college experience 
contrasts vastly with UM coeds during 
the University’s first two decades.
At the beginning of this century, 
entering women, like all new students, 
were required to know logarithms and 
quadratic equations, ancient and 
medieval history, Shakespeare, Coleridge 
and Tennyson. They would have read 
four books of Caesar, in Latin, and could 
translate at sight such works as Hauffs
e a s u M ,
y e a s i A ,
Maerchen or La Pierre de Touche.
But while women could pursue the 
same university course of study as men, 
they had another option open to them— 
domestic science. Home economics 
courses, explains a 1915 Kaimin article, 
were “planned fundamentally to equip 
women for their normal life service.” 
Academic subjects were not excluded 
since “home life is broader and more 
cultured if the mother is versed in 
literature, art, music, history, 
mathematics, economics, etc...,” although ' 
such home life “may be happier and 
more effective if women were schooled in 
the domestic arts.”
Not all women took sewing and 
cooking, as Grace Matthewson Streit T6 < 
can attest. A literature major, she recalls 
that women were treated with respect in
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:he classroom, although relationships 
[ Detween professor and student were more 
I formal than today. “The professors called 
[ j s  ‘Miss’ and we called them ‘Mister’ or 
[ Doctor.’ None of this first name stuff.” 
j There was less tolerance for skipping 
I class, too. Three unexcused absences from 
fa class and the student was automatically 
'i dropped. If a student missed an exam, he 
or she received no credit at all for the 
' course.
In the days before television and radio, 
f literary societies and glee clubs flourished 
I on campus. The women-only Clarkia 
; Society conducted debates, discussions 
- and recitations of classical literary works. 
Poetry readings and declamations were 
; popular features at public gatherings. 
Women’s groups staged social events like 
i the May Fete and Coed Prom. Every 
| other year, the women produced Hi-Jinx,
[. a burlesque of popular campus figures, 
j Surprisingly, women were quite active 
I in athletics. Two hours a week of 
| “physical culture” were required for 
[ “general development of the body,”
|  according to the 1903-04 UM catalog.
Although women didn’t compete 
[ intercollegiately until the 1960s,
[ basketball was the queen of women’s 
I sports.
But there were restrictions. “The young 
1 ladies of the Basket Ball team [shall] not 
I be allowed to play public games; and a 
I young lady student must be the coach of 
I the ladies’ basketball team,” quotes H.G.
I Merriam in his 1970 history of the 
I University. In the early years, men and 
I women had separate gymnasiums,
I probably as a response to the ruling that 
I ‘young ladies may not be present in the 
I gymnasium when men are present or vice 
I versa.”
|  To ensure ladylike behavior, all out-of- 
town women lived on campus in the 
Women’s Hall built in 1901. Renamed 
Craig Hall by the time Streit enrolled in 
1912 and later renamed the Mathematics 
Building, the hall housed about seventy 
women. “Most of the rooms were double 
rooms, and two girls slept in a bed,” Streit 
says. “Nobody thought that was awful 
then. It was economical.” The women 
supplied their own bedding and the cloth 
napkins they used at the dining table in 
the building*s basement.
The dean of women, Mary Stewart (in 
Streit’s time), and other unmarried 
faculty sat at a table in the front of the 
I  room. Stewart served for a time as 
I housemother in the dorm, not an 
I unusual assignment since unmarried 
I women faculty were often pressed into 
I service as chaperons and housemothers.
There were no late-nighters for these 
I  women. Curfew was 9:30 p.m. on 
I  weekdays, 10:30 p.m. on weekends. No
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men were allowed in the second and 
third floor rooms, except on Charter Day. 
“Then they could come in and traipse 
around to see whose picture was on top 
of each bureau,” Streit says.
Of course, attempts to keep the sexes 
apart were futile. A certain rock in the 
center of campus earned the nickname 
Spoony Rock for its appeal to young 
lovers.
“If you were romantically inclined,” Streit 
recalls, “you’d walk down Sixth Street 
out away from the campus along the 
railroad line.” Few students had cars, so 
most walked and took long hikes up 
Mount Sentinel. “We wore skirts, long 
skirts,” Streit says. “A wonder we got up 
the hill.”
On weekends, couples headed farther 
out of town. Streit and her friends would 
take the streetcar to Bonner and hike up 
to Spring Gulch. “We’d be gone all day, 
and I know of only one illegitimate baby 
that was born in my time,” she says. “I 
don’t know how we were spared, but 
anyway we were.”
Movies and picnics were other popular 
pastimes, but, judging from their 
frequency, dances topped the list. “We 
went to dances all the time,” Streit says. 
Her college scrapbook contains a dozen 
dance cards, each filled with boys’ names. 
“We didn’t moon around with just one 
person,” she says. “We liked to dance with 
different people. We had a good time.”
As the University grew, sororities and 
secret societies thrived, too. Two sororities 
took over suites in Craig Hall, then were 
allowed to establish their own houses off 
campus. They governed women’s social
lives, arranging dances, teas, banquets, 
“smokers” and “firesides”—informal 
receptions with fraternities.
For all their popularity, these societies 
encouraged a certain snobbery and 
elitism. “It is generally recognized that a 
non-Greek town girl is in a pretty bad 
condition,” Svenson reported in 1935. 
“Fraternity men as a rule date only 
sorority women. Local town students, not 
affiliated, are particularly out.
Unattached dorm dates are a second 
evil.”
In those first decades, the University 
was small enough that UM students 
enjoyed the camaraderie of a big, 
boisterous family that still lingers in 
Grace Streit’s memory.
H ie 92-year-old alumnus leafs through 
her 1916 student handbook with pencil- 
thin, blue-veined hands. She pauses to 
read the words to “Old College Chums,” 
a song traditionally sung at the finale of 
evening rallies on the steps at University 
Hall. At the stroke of eight, students 
would sing:
Old college chums, dear college chums, 
The days may come, the days may go;
But still my heart to memories cling 
To those college days of long ago.
Thro’ youth, through prime, and when the 
days of harvest time to us shall come, 
Thro’ all we’ll bear the memories dear,
O f those college days of old.
Nearly eighty years later, Streit wipes a 
tear from her eyes. “It was very 
sentimental,” she says. “I get sentimental 
about it even now.” ■
W
hen the 36-year-old
Montanan Jeannette Rankin 
took her seat as this country’s 
first congresswoman in 1917, J 
women in only twelve of the 
forty-eight states had the right 
to vote. A tireless advocate for 
female suffrage, Rankin could later say: 
“The first time I voted, I voted for A  < 
myself.”
Ironically, her first congressional vote 
just four days later against U.S. entry into 
World War I made her name forever 
synonymous with pacifism. A woman 
who deplored war and social injustice, 
Rankin linked her life inextricably with 
these issues.
“She had the great courage to stand up 
for her views and for her principles,” says 
her niece, Virginia Ronhovde of 
Missoula, who lived with Rankin in 
Washington, D.C., during the 
congresswoman’s first term. “She never 
thought anything was beyond her 
comprehension. That made her a free­
thinker, and being a free-thinker she
probably saw more clearly the horrors of 
))war.
Perhaps it was this resistance to 
traditional lines of thinking that made 
Jeannette Rankin an indifferent student. 
School bored her. Her quick, probing 
intelligence was better suited to solving 
mechanical problems on her family’s 
Grant Creek ranch than to endless 
rounds of tedious memorization and 
droning recitations.
The fledgling classes at the infant 
University of Montana failed to spark 
her interests. She studied hard but 
without enthusiasm. “Few courses seemed 
to fire her imagination or exercise the 
muscles of her mind,” writes Hannah 
Josephson, one of her biographers.
Rankin did her senior essay on snail 
shells out of affection for her biology 
professor, not for love of the subject.
During her senior year at UM she 
wrote in her diary: “Go! Go! Go! It 
makes no difference where, just so you 
go! go! go!”
But the enthusiastic pep talk was little ' 
help to Rankin in the years right after 
her graduation in 1902. She drifted 
aimlessly, teaching elementary school for 
a few months, trying her hand at a 
sewing apprenticeship and even taking a 
correspondence course in furniture 
design.
Then in 1904 she traveled to Boston to 
visit her brother Wellington at Harvard 
University. Along with socializing at 
parties with the college set, Rankin 
visited the tenements of Boston and got a 
firsthand look at squalor and
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ J
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deprivation. She had suddenly found 
work that was worthy of her keen 
intelligence and energy. From 1908 to 
' 1914 she did settlement-house work in 
San Francisco and Seattle, attended the 
New \brk School of Philanthropy and 
headed a successful campaign to give 
Montana women the right to vote.
‘Half the people are women, and half 
the people aren’t expressing themselves 
because they’ve been told for so long to 
keep quiet and be good,” she once said.
Her refusal to “be good” sent Rankin to 
Washington, D.C., two years later as the 
first woman to hold congressional office.
She planned to work for improved 
conditions for women and children, but 
her intentions were derailed when 
President Wilson asked Congress to 
declare war against Germany. Her closest 
advisers and the leaders of the suffrage 
movement urged her to vote in favor, for 
her own political good, but Rankin held 
to her private convictions. “1 want to
stand by my country, but I cannot vote 
for war.”
Even though fifty other congressmen 
voted against the declaration, Rankin was 
the focus of attention. A New York Times 
editorial claimed her vote “was almost 
final proof of feminine incapacity for 
straight reasoning.”
The ensuing furor cost her a second 
term, but in the meantime she 
introduced legislation to obtain national 
suffrage for women, protect women’s 
rights and provide for improved infant 
hygiene. Replying to charges that a 
woman’s place is in the home, she said:
“It is beautiful and right that a mother 
should nurse her child through typhoid 
fever, but it is also beautiful and right 
that she should have a voice in regulating 
the milk supply from which the typhoid 
resulted.”
During the next two decades, Rankin 
continued to lobby in Washington for 
women’s and children’s legislation and 
then for disarmament measures. “There’s 
been a great emphasis on her pacifism,” 
says Ronhovde, “but she did a great deal 
for social legislation, especially for 
children.”
Rankin campaigned for Congress again 
in 1940 on a platform opposing U.S. 
involvement in the war in Europe. The 
morning after Pearl Harbor, Rankin cast 
the sole vote against war. “As a women I 
can’t go to war, and I refuse to send 
anyone else,” she said.
She was branded a Communist and 
anti-American. “She didn’t need to go 
[to the roll call vote],” says Ronhovde. 
“She was traveling and didn’t have to be 
there, but she made a point of returning. 
‘One vote for democracy,’ she said.”
Rankin did not run for re-election but 
spent the next thirty years lobbying for 
pacifist and women’s rights issues. She 
made five trips to India to study Ghandi’s 
strategies for non-violent social change. 
Never married, Rankin attempted, 
unsuccessfully, to organize a communal 
living center for women at the Georgia 
farm she’d owned since the 1920s. In 
1968, at age 87, she led 5,000 women in a 
peace march on Washington, D.C. In her 
last years, she worked hard for the direct 
election of the president and the 
elimination of the electoral college.
For Rankin, her choices in life were 
clear: “\bu  don’t do the right thing 
because of the consequences. If you are 
wise, you do it regardless of the 
consequences.”
When asked in her later years what she 
might change of her life, she answered:
“If I had my life to live over, I would do it 
all again, but this time I’d be nastier.”
Jeannette Rankin died in 1973 at the 
age of 92.
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Mike and Maureen Mansfield.
by Sheila MacDonald Steams
Mike Mansfield of Montana. That’s 
how most Americans think of the former 
ambassador to Japan and Senate majority 
leader. Titles never mattered to him, but 
one correction he’ll always make: It’s 
Mike and  Maureen. He credits his wife 
of sixty years, the former Maureen Hayes 
of Butte, as the foundation of his 
successful career.
In a recent interview with the 
Mansfields at Mike’s Washington, D.C., 
office, I asked each of them to describe 
the highlight of their public lives. 
Maureen recalled the first victorious 
congressional campaign of 1942. Mike 
glanced at Maureen and said simply, 
“Her.”
As The University of Montana 
celebrates its Centennial, it measures its 
century by the quality of its graduates.
The Mansfields are an extraordinary 
measure of the value of education. For 
sixty of its one hundred years, the 
Mansfields have been associated with the 
University. To call it a rewarding 
relationship would be an understatement.
Mike Mansfield was a non-traditional 
student before the term came into 
common parlance. His early years are 
almost legendary. Born in New "fork, he 
and his two sisters moved at an early age 
to Great Falls to live with their aunt after 
their mother died. By concealing his age, 
he got into the Army at age fourteen to 
fight in World War I. He also served brief 
hitches with the Navy and Marines and 
wasn’t yet eighteen when he first traveled 
to the Pacific Rim; courtesy of the 
Marine Corps. That tour of duty sparked 
an interest in the Far East that he has ' 
fanned ever since.
After the war he worked in Butte for a
decade as a “mucker” in the copper 
mines. The main requirement was a 
strong back to clean out drain tunnels, 
shore up timber supports and shovel rock 
into ore cars after it was blasted free.
A line of a World War I song, 
paraphrased here, pertains to Mike 
Mansfield: How ya’ gonna’ keep ’em 
down in the mine, after they’ve seen 
Shanghai? Tired of the danger and 
drudgery under the rich hills of Butte 
and tantalized by his glimpse of the world 
beyond the Pacific, Mike left the mines to 
enroll at Montana Tech in Butte. He had 
neither the time nor the background to 
be admitted as a regular student, but his 
appetite for education was stirring.
The Mansfields met by chance on the 
Tech campus. Mike had stopped to chat 
with a classmate, Anne Hayes, who was 
strolling with her older sister Maureen, 
recently returned to Butte from college in







Indiana. The sisters were daughters of a 
local businessman, erstwhile politician— 
lace-curtain Irish, some said. Maureen 
was teaching English at Butte Public 
High School.
Mike’s friendship with Maureen made 
college more attractive than ever, but he 
had a long way to go. He had never 
finished eighth grade.
Completion of several courses at 
Montana Tech, plus Maureen’s 
encouragement, convinced him he could 
earn a university degree, perhaps in 
history. Twenty-eight years old by this 
time, he applied to The University of 
Notre Dame and The University of 
1 Montana. His background must have 
i seemed too far-fetched for Notre Dame, 
i .  UM responded cautiously: His 
acceptance would be provisional until he 
passed high school equivalency 
requirements. He worked simultaneously 
on his high school and college degrees, 
finally completing high school courses at 
! the beginning of his senior year in college 
when he was thirty years old.
The M issoula Years 
The Mansfields recall their years in 
Missoula with undimmed affection. 
Missoula was home for the early years of 
their marriage, tough years of the 
Depression, beginning years of political 
! activity, and enriching years of learning 
I and teaching.
Charlie Hood, dean of UM’s School of 
Journalism, wrote a biography of 
Mansfield for his doctoral dissertation in 
1982. He discovered Mike was a steady, 
but not stellar, student. A Tech professor 
wrote in recommending Mansfield to 
UM: “Mr. Mansfield in some respects is 
not a very gifted student but he impresses 
me as being very much in earnest about 
j j  getting his education.”
In the course of his research, Hood 
found copies of essay examinations Mike 
took in his first year in Missoula. Most of 
us would cringe to have our freshman 
examinations available for public 
inspection years later. Such are the wages 
of fame and success. In a journalism 
exam for the venerable Dean A.L. Stone, 
Mansfield wrote in June of 1932:
Montana has a beautiful campus. As a 
person enters the Oval he is conscious f a 
sense of quiet and peacefulness. The green 
grass, the leafy trees, the stateliness of the 
| buildings are all conducive to this feeling. 
Now, between quarters, this sense of peace 
i and quiet is emphasized more than ever 
• due to the absence of the students and the 
scarcity of cars using the Oval as a 
■ racetrack___
Dean Stone gave the exam a C-plus.
Mike and Maureen were married in 
Missoula in September 1932. They had 
been engaged for three years. Maureen
worked briefly as a social worker, but the 
work took her out of town to the 
transient camps in Butte and as far as 
Glendive. It was distant and dangerous, 
so she returned to Missoula.
Many know the story that Maureen 
cashed in her insurance policy to enable 
Mike to finish school. “Talk about saving 
my life!” he says. College for Mike would 
have been impossible without Maureen.
She had a good start on a master’s 
degree in English from the University of 
California at Berkeley but finished it at
After all these years, he and 
Maureen are still sturdy 
Montanans, with bright eyes, keen 
minds, straight backs.
UM in 1934 with a thesis on Emily 
Bronte. The same year Mike earned his 
master’s in history. Both Mike and 
Maureen remember the faculty with deep 
respect, especially their mentors in the 
English and history departments. “The 
English department would have ranked 
with any in the country,” he says. The 
names of faculty and friends Mike and 
Maureen recall are often mentioned in 
the University’s history: Harold G. 
Merriam, Edmund Freeman, J.E.
“Burley” Miller, Paul Phillips, Naseby 
Rhinehart. About Nase, Mike says,
“They didn’t come any better than that. 
Please send my regards to Cookie.”
Professor Phillips, chairman of the 
history department, saved his life, Mike 
says, by offering him an instructorship 
when jobs were scarce. The transition 
from student to faculty seemed natural 
for the serious young man who came late 
but stayed long in higher education. 
Throughout his years in the U.S. 
Congress, Mansfield maintained his 
faculty appointment, on leave, from the 
department of history at his alma mater.
Through much of the 1930s, Mike 
helped J.C. Speer in the Registrar’s Office 
and taught Far Eastern history. In his 
large classes he met young Montanans 
from all over the state. When he ran for 
office in 1940, he knew several college 
graduates in almost every Montana town. 
But this natural constituency wasn’t 
enough to elect him the first try.
Undaunted, he ran again in 1942 and 
won. To this day he smiles when he 
recalls a speech to the Elks Club in 
Helena in 1941. He allowed that he was 
on his way to Wolf Creek, where the vote 
in the ’40 election had been forty-nine 
for his opponent, and one for him. He 
wanted to meet the person who had 
voted for him. The story “didn’t hurt me 
any,” he recalls, because it was funny and
it was true.
Mansfield served in the House and 
later the Senate until his retirement in 
1976. Asked about the lowest point of his 
public life, Mike recalled the campaign of 
1952. Sen. Joe McCarthy visited 
Montana to campaign for Mike’s 
opponent, Zales Ecten. Calling it a 
downright dirty campaign, Mike says if 
he had known what it was going to be 
like, he wouldn’t have run. Maureen 
expressed mild disbelief at this assertion.
In the Capitol after the election, Mike 
ran into Sen. McCarthy, who tried to be 
friendly. “How are you, Mike!” Mike 
remembers his response, and Montanans 
can imagine how stiff and terse it must 
have been: “A  lot better since you left 
Montana, Joe.”
Mansfield’s retirement was short-lived:
In 1977 President Jimmy Carter 
appointed him U.S. Ambassador to 
Japan. He retired again in 1989 at the age 
of eighty-six.
Now at age ninety, a mere decade 
younger than the University whose 
history intertwines with his, Mike has 
changed little since he left Missoula.
After all these years, he and Maureen are 
still sturdy Montanans, with bright eyes, 
keen minds, straight backs. Their 
relationship signifies a strong bond, 
longstanding devotion, lively interest in 
public affairs, and commitment to their 
fellow human beings on all sides of 
oceans, all sides of issues.
They returned to Missoula for the 
renowned Mansfield Conference in 1991, 
when Mike riveted an audience of several 
thousand with a compelling analysis of 
American policy toward Japan. The 
conference and the Maureen and Mike 
Mansfield Center, which sponsors it, are 
enduring legacies to the academic and 
civic community of Montana.
On the occasion of the Centennial 
celebration, the University extends 
mutual birthday congratulations to its 
favorite son. UM will celebrate Mike’s 
90th birthday March 16, 1993, with 
festivities at the Maureen and Mike 
Mansfield Library. It is just one of dozens 
of Centennial events, but it will have 
special significance.
The Mansfields’ story is forever part of 
our story at The University of Montana. 
Their public service, intelligence, dignity, 
grace and integrity signify all that is fine 
among the fruits of a good education. All 
who have followed them to this 
remarkable place below M ount Sentinel 
feel pride in their achievements. I know 
from my conversation with them that 
when they think of Montana and 
Missoula and the University, their Irish 
eyes are still smiling.
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by David Purviance
November 4, 1952—We may never 
know what the sixty FBI agents and 
police officers meeting behind locked 
doors and veiled windows on the 
| University of Montana campus talked 
[ about. Almost certainly, they did not 
i discuss the Kams and Dregs. Equally 
I certain, Kams and Dregs must have 
| dominated their conversation in the 
| aftermath of that forensic meeting. The 
|| lawmen’s tendency toward secrecy aided a 
1- group of rogues in one of the most daring 
I crimes” ever committed at The 
I University of Montana—a crime whose 
I victims were the agents themselves.
While the cops presumably talked 
I crime prevention, members of the Kams 
I and Dregs, a “campus disorganization 
I designed to create campus disorder,”
spirited a coat rack with all the lawmen’s 
coats and hats into a nearby women’s 
restroom. The thieves then used chalk to 
outline size fourteen shoe tracks on the 
floor. The tracks led from the scene of 
the crime to the restroom door, where a 
sign taunted the all-male group of police 
with “We Dare You.”
Pranks and tomfoolery have always 
been a part of campus life. Whether done 
as a reaction to the authority of in loco 
parentis administrators, as a release from
the pressure of studies or as a last fling 
with childhood, every student class has 
seen its share of these shenanigans.
O n the eve of the Griz-Cat football 
game in 1939, the M on Mount Sentinel 
was changed to a B. The next night three 
carloads of Grizzly supporters spent a 
sleepless night painting and whitewashing 
the MSU campus. Two cars made a 
successful getaway. The third was caught, 
and its occupants were forced to clean up 
their mess and then ignominiously have 
their heads shaved.
While most pranks involved students, a 
few mischievous faculty members pulled 
some stunts of their own. On April 1, 
1941, journalism Professor Edward B. 
Dugan seemed to go out of his way in his 
reporting class to criticize one particular

















and <0Moo ( r
Rogues'"
1U 1
student, Pete Kamps. By the end of class 
Kamps seemed to have taken all the 
abuse he could stand. He jumped from 
his seat, muttering how much he hated 
the class, and strode angrily toward the 
door. At the doorway he turned on his 
heel, aimed and fired a .32 caliber pistol 
at Dugan, who collapsed to the floor 
with a groan. As the students sat frozen 
in horror, Dugan leaped to his feet and 
grandly announced that their homework 
assignment was to write a news story 
about what they had just witnessed.
April Fool’s Day, Halloween and the 
Griz-Cat weekend traditionally signal the 
onset of student chicanery. O n April 1, 
1948, the Delta Gamma sorority sisters 
awoke to find their closets emptied. As if 
they weren’t  perturbed enough by that 
prank, they soon discovered that 
someone had substituted beer for the 
traditional apple juice at breakfast.
Most pranks pulled at UM had no 
lasting effect and were generally harmless 
fun. A few have gotten out of hand. On 
Halloween night in 1956 the Kams and 
Dregs burned a cross on campus (not 
intended as a racial act but rather as a 
swipe at MSU). While that was going on, 
women students staged an undies raid on 
Craig Hall. The men reciprocated with 
panties raids on every women’s dorm but 
one and three of the sororities.
More and more students joined the 
revelry, including some who had a more 
serious objective. Maurice Avenue, which 
effectively bisected campus from north to 
south, had recently been closed to 
vehicle traffic and was being turned back 
to grass. In response to what they called 
“creeping grassism,” angry students
hanged President McFarland in effigy 
that night with an accompanying sign 
that said, “Sic semper tyrannis King 
Karl.” Other students shoveled gravel out 
of the vacated street. While all this was 
going on, Bertha the Moose was stolen 
by law students with the foresters in hot 
pursuit. City police were called in to 
break up what had become a campuswide 
party.
Another incident had repercussions 
that extended beyond the boundaries of 
amusement: the creation of Sigma Chi 
fraternity letters on Mount Sentinel. The 
letters, rivaling the M in size, were 
outlined with commercial fertilizer. The
effects of this scheme can still be seen 
decades later during spring “greenup.”
The Kaimin reports that in the late 
1950s, when the M was still a pile of 
whitewashed rocks, students used 
dynamite to demolish the brand on the 
mountain.
For those alumni who now revere Main 
Hall, symbol of all we hold true and dear, 
we would remind you that it was not
always so revered. Beloved old Main was 
often a target of trickery. O n Nov. 20, 
1956, groggy students shuffling across the 
Oval to early morning classes saw white 
Mickey Mouse gloves on the hands of the 
Main Hall clock. Another clock inside 
the Lodge dining room was similarly 
attired. The Kams and Dregs claimed 
responsibility.
According to Maribeth Dwyer ’42, 
back in the early 1940s, students taking a 
psychology class in Main Hall auditorium 
used to change the clock so the bell 
would ring about ten minutes after class 
started. On cue, all the students would 
get up and start filing out of class. “That 
poor old professor would get all flustered 
and stammer that he didn’t realize the 
time had flown so fast,” Dwyer says.
Hal Stearns ’36 recalls the night a calf 
was smuggled in the back door of Main 
Hall by four freshmen and hauled to the 
bell tower. The calf s tail was tied to the 
bell with the hope that the agitated 
animal would awaken campus with a 
clamor. “Regrettably, the rope broke, and 
the calf failed to do anything other than 
make a disagreeable mess,” Stearns says. 
Somehow Dean Burley Miller discovered 
the identity of the perpetrators and 
sentenced them to cleanup work in the 
bell tower.
The stories UM dormitories could tell! 
Alumni Director Bill Johnston 79 recalls 
(without admitting culpability) that in 
Knowles Hall, residents would take 
garbage cans full of liquid Jell-O and 
pour the contents under the door of 
someone’s room in the middle of the 
night. By morning the jello had set and 
breakfast was served. Retaliation, 
Johnston says, was often to take a sturdy 
rope and tie the door handle of one room 
to a handle across the hall.
Richard Solberg ’54, who may hold the 
record of the longest administrative 
tenure at UM, recollects some of the 
many pranks he had to deal with as an 
administrator. North Hall, now Brandy 
Hall, housed freshmen women in the
early 1950s, Solberg says. The radiators in 
the rooms of “staid or too prissy 
occupants were sometimes smeared with 
limburger cheese” during particularly 
cold winter days.
According to Solberg, entire dorm 
rooms were sometimes filled with crushed 
newspapers while the occupants were in 
class. The advent of Saran Wrap, says 
Solberg, caused prank hysteria when 
toilets were invisibly sealed.
Cary Holmquist 79 recalls that the 
construction of high-rise dormitories at 
UM raised the theory of human pecking 
order to new heights. Students from 
lower floors would lean out their 
windows to drop water balloons on 
unsuspecting passersby below. “These 
pranksters were then shocked when 
aquatic bombs were dropped on the 
backs of their heads by students in 
windows above them—and so on.”
One particular prank involved virtually 
the entire student body. When the 
visiting team was introduced at the 
beginning of Grizzly basketball games, 
the entire student section would hold up 
newspapers, seemingly engrossed in their 
reading. The announcement of each 
visiting player would be greeted by the 
eerily silent sound of turning newspaper 
pages. When the Grizzlies were 
introduced, pandemonium returned to 
the arena. This prank led to the practice
of alternating the introductions of players 
on each team.
As traditional, if not as honored, as the 
Saturday afternoon football game, pranks 
will always have their place on the 
university campus. And lest we forget as 
we celebrate one hundred years of 
excellence, it’s also been one hundred 
years of silliness and fun.
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